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Winter greetings from Wayne State College! As I look back at 
the past calendar year, I am flled with pride in the tremendous 

strides made by the College in strengthening our learning environment. 
Our faculty, staff, and students consistently work together to develop 
the solid backbone of Nebraska’s workforce. And you, our alumni, 
put into practice the great education you receive here to serve as the 
business leaders, teachers, health care providers, entrepreneurs, artists, 
journalists, law enforcement offcers, mental health practitioners, social 
workers, lawyers, and researchers at the very heart of a healthy and 
productive society. 

While Wayne State has a footprint across the state in cities large and 
small, this issue of the Wayne State magazine for alumni and friends 
pays tribute to the many ways the College serves rural Nebraska. The 
most recent news regarding service to our region came in November 
as the College announced with its partner, University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, the creation of a pathway to an agriculture degree at Wayne 
State. Students who complete the new dual-degree program will receive 
two bachelor’s degrees: an applied science degree (concentration in 
agriculture and natural resources) from UNL and a life sciences degree 
(concentration in biology) from WSC. 

As the College noted in the news release about the partnership, program 
candidates will begin their education with coursework at WSC, then 
fnish the degree with UNL while remaining, if they desire, in Northeast 
Nebraska to complete the fnal year online or in a laboratory setting. 
With these degrees, graduates will be prepared for careers in everything 
from animals to plants, soil to climate, business to mechanization, to 
leadership and food. Students will take 90 credit hours (includes 30 
hours of general education) with Wayne State and fnish with UNL with 
30 credit hours that can be completed online or at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. 

Wayne State also has been working closely with the Aksarben 
Foundation and Mike Flood, former speaker of the Nebraska Legislature 
and owner of News Channel Nebraska, on a plan to radically reshape 
downtown Norfolk in order to attract and retain young workers (20 to 
34 years old) to build a community of young professionals to increase 
high-wage jobs and keep young people in the state’s workforce. Flood 
is engaged with a team of partners that includes the city of Norfolk, 
local and regional business owners, community leaders, public 
offcials, entrepreneurs, K-12 and higher education leaders, and young 
professionals who have left the state. The plan is built on a platform 
of downtown development, technology based economic development, 
cooperative scholarships, workforce retraining, artists in residence, and 
early childhood education. 

Wayne State’s most direct role will be to institute and manage a 
cooperative work experience, which is a structured learning model that 
provides academic credit for traditional classes and practical, outcome-
based work experience. The program will recruit qualifed high school 
seniors into a Cooperative Education Program focused on Information 
Technology, Computer Science, Communications, and Business     
career pathways. 

These two initiatives, combined with the many improvements to campus 
facilities and additions to the College’s curriculum, ensure Wayne State’s 
adherence to its mission of regional service, student success, and 
learning excellence. Importantly, the College’s involvement with powerful 
partnerships reflects the statewide confdence in the power and value 
of a Wayne State degree. Thank you for your continued support of the 
College, and Go Cats! 

President's Message 

Dr. Marysz Rames

 I am filled with pride in the tremendous 
strides made by the College in 
strengthening our learning environment. 
Our faculty, staff, and students 
consistently work together to develop 
the solid backbone of Nebraska’s 
workforce. And you, our alumni, put 
into practice the great education you 
receive here to serve as the business 
leaders, teachers, health care providers, 
entrepreneurs, artists, journalists, law 
enforcement officers, mental health 
practitioners, social workers, lawyers, 
and researchers at the very heart of a 
healthy and productive society. 
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Committed to Rural Nebraska 
Wayne State Tailors Academics to Fulfill Needs of Rural Communities 

Located in the heart of Northeast Nebraska, Wayne State 
College has long had strong ties to the state’s rural life. 

Rural communities make up a majority of Nebraska; they are 
the lifeblood of the state. With its own location in a small town, 
Wayne State is a college of choice for many Nebraska students 
from rural areas. Many students also choose to live and work 
in these rural areas after graduation. WSC offers specific 
rural-focused programs in agriculture, health, and law fields, as 
covered in this article, but rural students are represented in all of 
our areas of study. Whatever their future career might be, many 
of these students return to their roots and use their degrees 
– education, criminal justice, medicine, business, biology, 
chemistry, industrial technology, communication, and more – to 
serve rural and local organizations – schools, law enforcement, 
hospitals and clinics, law firms, construction, media, and a 
variety of businesses, just to name a few. Holding fast to its 
rural ties, WSC is proud to consistently produce graduates 
who make their home in The Good Life and are dedicated to 
supporting the state’s economy and serving its citizens. 

Agriculture 
A variety of undergraduate degrees are benefcial to 

careers in agriculture, such as biology, chemistry, business, 
and even communication, like the agriculture leadership and 
communication program created in 2018. Wayne State has 
recently added new programs and begun partnerships that 
involve students even more closely in the feld of agriculture. 

Wayne State has partnered with the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln to offer students an innovative pathway 
to an agriculture and natural resources degree. Students 
who complete the new dual degree program will receive two 
bachelor’s degrees: an applied science degree (concentration 
in agriculture and natural resources) from UNL and a life 
sciences degree (concentration in biology) from WSC. 
Students will begin their education with coursework at WSC, 
then fnish the degree with UNL while remaining, if they 
desire, in Northeast Nebraska to complete the fnal year 
online or in a laboratory setting. 

A second partnership with the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln College of Engineering includes agricultural 
engineering. In this feld, engineers study machine 
components and equipment, test agricultural machinery to 
ensure safety and performance, and provide leadership on 
water and environmental concerns. 

With these partnerships, students will get to take 
advantage of the nearby Haskell Ag Lab, UNL’s extension 
offce just 13 miles up the road from Wayne. 
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“I think my degree will drastically help with the financial 
side of farming – helping know exactly what everything is 
and how to maximize my profits.” 

Cade Kalkowski 

There are biology-based paths to careers in agriculture, but there’s 
also the business side. Cade Kalkowski of Niobrara is a business major 
with an agribusiness concentration and is the fourth generation to work 
on the Kalkowski family farm. He plans to graduate in May 2021.

 “I chose Wayne State because I felt it had similar values as 
compared to where I came from, and I went with agribusiness because 
I come from a farming and ranching background,” said Kalkowski. 

The Kalkowskis raise corn, soybeans, prairie hay, and alfalfa hay, 
and also have 200 head of cow-calf pairs.  

“I think my degree will drastically help with the fnancial side of 
farming – helping know exactly what everything is and how to maximize 
my profts. One thing I have acquired is an ability to precisely plan my 
day step to step, helping work at maximum effciency.” 

Kalkowski says his options are open for his future but that  
someday he would love to go back and take over the farm from his dad. 

Combining business degrees with agriculture careers has already 
proved to be a perfect match for WSC alumni. 

Tim Benes ’11 of Weston grew up on a farm near Valparaiso and 
was operating farm machinery well before he had a driver’s license. He 
currently works on the family-owned-and-operated farm with his dad, 
uncles, and cousins, growing corn and soybeans, selling farm chemicals 
and equipment, and raising chickens for Costco. 

“While my plan all along was to continue to work on the family 
farm after college, the combination of hands-on experience and my 
education from WSC helped provide and shape the skills I needed for 
the current role I have in the farming operation,” says Benes, who holds 
a degree in business management. “The small class size and rural 
environment at Wayne made it the perfect location for offering ag-
related courses. Students have the ability to continue their education 
in areas that provide for career opportunities tied to their home, family,  
and communities.” 

“The small class size and rural environment at Wayne made 
it the perfect location for offering ag-related courses.” 

Tim Benes ‘11 

About Our Students: 

85% 71% 
of our students from Nebraska 

are from rural areas 
(based on Fall 2019 numbers) 

2,233 out of 2,620 are rural 
Nebraska students 

WHERE in Nebraska are our rural 
students coming from? 

(top 3 cities based on Fall 2019 numbers) 

WHAT are they studying? 
(top 3 majors based on Fall 2019) 

of total student body are from 
rural Nebraska 

(based on Fall 2019 numbers) 

2,233 rural out of 3,148 total 
undergraduates 

1. Wayne (217) 
2. Norfolk (159) 
3. South Sioux City (106) 

1. Business (279) 
2. Elementary Education (230) 
3. Criminal Justice (158) 

WHERE do they go after graduation? (based on Fall 2012 cohort) 

Of the surveyed rural Nebraska students 
that graduated by 2017-18: 

88% 51% 
remained in Nebraska remained in rural Nebraska 

(167/190 surveyed) (96/190 surveyed) 

*”Rural Nebraska students” is defined in the same way as RHOP and RLOP. 
Nebraska students are considered from rural areas (versus metro areas) 
unless they are residents of Bellevue, Boys Town, Chalco, Elkhorn, LaVista, 
Lincoln, Offutt Air Force Base, Omaha, Papillion, or Ralston. 

Tim ’11, Morgan ’12, and Jacquelyn Benes 
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Though not quite in Nebraska, Alan Movall ’00 is another 
good example of how a WSC degree complements a career in 
agriculture, tying his education to his farming career in western 
Iowa. 

“Coming from a rural community, I always knew I wanted to 
be involved in agriculture,” says Movall of Schaller, Iowa. “I attended 
Wayne State and majored in accounting. After graduation, I 
worked for 10 years in the grain merchandising business, using 
my business degree and adding the knowledge I needed from the 
ag sector. Now I operate my own farming operation. The tools 
I gained at Wayne State add value to my operation today. From 
budgets to cost analysis, I use my degree every day to operate my 
own farming business.” 

In addition to providing career pathways, Wayne State 
joined six schools in October in signing the Northeast Nebraska 
Agriculture and Natural Resources Education Compact to support 
agriculture and natural resources management in the state. The 
schools included WSC, University of Nebraska-Lincoln College 
of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Little Priest 
Tribal College, Nebraska Indian Community College, Northeast 
Community College, Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture, 
and Wayne Community Schools. The purpose of the compact 
is to collectively serve the education needs of youth and lifelong 
learners in Northeast Nebraska and contribute to workforce and 
talent development to support economic growth strategies in 
agriculture and natural resources, according to the framework 
established by the participants. The compact’s stated goals are to 
improve college and career readiness, educational attainment, and 
community and economic vitality and growth. 

“The tools I gained at Wayne State add value to my 
operation today. From budgets to cost analysis, I use my 
degree every day to operate my own farming business.” 

Alan Movall ‘00 

Alan ’00, Jennifer ’99, Alex, and Grant Movall 

WSC was among seven education partners that signed the Northeast Nebraska Agriculture and Natural Resources Education Compact 
in October. Seated, from left: Wayne High senior Faith Junck, Wayne Junior-Senior High agriculture teacher Toni Rasmussen, Wayne 
State College President Marysz Rames, Nebraska Indian Community College President Michael Oltrogge, Little Priest Tribal College Vice 
President of Academic Affairs Manoj Patil, and Mary Honke, Interim President of Northeast Community College. Standing, from left: Dr. 
Tammy Evetovich, Dean of the School of Natural and Social Sciences at WSC; Steven Elliott, Vice President for Academic Affairs at WSC; 
John Blaylock, Executive Vice President at Northeast Community College (NECC); Dr. Kelly Bruns, interim dean of Nebraska College of 
Technical Agriculture; Dr. Mike Boehm, Vice President and Vice Chancellor of Agriculture and Natural Resources, University of Nebraska; 
Superintendent of Wayne Community Schools Mark Lenihan; Dr. Michele Gill, interim Vice President of Educational Services at NECC; 
Tara Smydra, Associate Dean of Agriculture, Math, and Science at NECC; Corinne Morris, Dean of Agriculture, Math, and Science at NECC; 
Professor Bill Kranz of Haskell Agricultural Laboratory; and Dr. Tiffany Heng-Moss, Dean of the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources, University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
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“I know coming to Wayne was one of the best 
choices I have ever made to be successful in 
undergraduate studies, which will transition into 
professional school, and then working as a health 
care professional in the future.”

 Natalie Gasseling 

“I liked that the RHOP program allowed students from 
small towns the chance to visit UNMC while in the 
undergraduate programs. RHOP allowed me to also 
make many friends from other small communities 
who were doing the program in medicine, pharmacy, 
and nursing. In fact, some of my very best friendships 
to this day came about through the RHOP program.” 

Maria Michaelis ‘98, M.D., FASA 
Anesthesiologist and associate professor 
with the Department of Anesthesiology at UNMC 

Rural Health Opportunities Program (RHOP) 
Established and successful for more than 30 years, the Rural 

Health Opportunities Program (RHOP) at Wayne State College is a 
special cooperative program between WSC and the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC). 

Students in RHOP are students from rural Nebraska, dedicated 
to their home state and passionate about its rural health care needs. 
With an education steeped in biology and chemistry, and further 
medical training at UNMC, RHOP prepares students to return to rural 
Nebraska and care for its citizens. 

Participants in the program receive guaranteed admission to 
UNMC, full tuition at Wayne State College, early registration privileges, 
and special opportunities to visit UNMC during their time at WSC. 

Natalie Gasseling of Hemingford is a junior in RHOP, studying 
biology in the pre-physician assistant program. She feels strongly 
about her future in rural health care. 

“Upon completion of PA school at UNMC, I hope to return and 
practice in rural Nebraska,” said Gasseling. “This dream was one of the 
major reasons I applied for RHOP. I grew up in a rural community, and 
I want to give back to rural Nebraska. People who live in rural areas 
may have to drive an hour for a single appointment. Working in a rural 
area means I could give people health care in their own hometown. 
Family practice is appealing to me because you get to see something 
different every day, yet you get to build strong relationships with 
your patients and the community. I believe building that relationship 
foundation is a critical step in health care, because a patient will then 
feel comfortable with you and trust you will give them the best care 
they deserve.” 

Gasseling said the professors and classwork, involvement in 
clubs such as the Wildcat Academy of Leadership and Knowledge 
(WALK) and the Red Cross Club, and job shadowing opportunities 
have helped her immensely toward her future career. 

“The professors know the rigor of professional school, and I trust 
that Wayne State and the faculty have prepared me for the diffculties 
PA school entails,” she said. “The small classes and one-on-one 
opportunities in lab and lecture are one-of-a-kind. 

“Attending Wayne State has allowed me to obtain over 50 hours 
of shadowing Gary West, PA-C, here in Wayne. Gary has taught me 
so many skills that I hope to utilize when I work as a PA. I know 
coming to Wayne was one of the best choices I have ever made to 
be successful in undergraduate studies, which will transition into 
professional school, and then working as a health care professional in 
the future.” 

Maria Michaelis ‘98, M.D., FASA, is an anesthesiologist and an 
associate professor with the Department of Anesthesiology at UNMC. 
A Wakefeld native, Michaelis entered the RHOP program for medicine 
and now reflects on the benefts she gained through the program. 

“RHOP streamlined for me the process of getting the right 
classes and gearing me up for going to medical school,” she says. 
“The fact that my GPA was monitored closely during undergraduate as 
part of the requirements for the program helped keep me accountable. 
I liked that the RHOP program also allowed students from small towns 
the chance to visit UNMC while in the undergraduate programs. RHOP 
allowed me to also make many friends from other small communities 
who were doing the program in medicine, pharmacy, and nursing. In 
fact, some of my very best friendships to this day came about through 
the RHOP program. 

“I think the RHOP program continues to impact students from 
rural Nebraska because it allows them the chance to get in the door to 
a career in medicine, pharmacy, physical therapy, or nursing. For many 
specialties, it is helping to fulfll the needs of medical care in rural 
Nebraska.” 

winter 2020  7 
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Rural Law Opportunities Program (RLOP) 
The need for attorneys in rural Nebraska is greater than ever. 

The current shortage requires those who need legal services to drive 
hundreds of miles for matters such as real estate transactions, wills, 
business needs, and criminal matters. 

The Rural Law Opportunities Program began in 2017 and is a 
special cooperative program between Wayne State College and the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln designed to fll the shortage. Similar to 
RHOP, RLOP recruits and educates students from rural Nebraska to 
become lawyers who will return to rural communities and practice law. 
Law students can choose any major for their undergraduate studies. 

Students selected for RLOP also receive full tuition at WSC. RLOP 
students with a 3.5 cumulative GPA and an LSAT score of at least 154 
will be automatically accepted to the University of Nebraska College 
of Law unless there are concerns about the applicant’s character 
and ftness. RLOP students will then be considered for law school 
scholarships upon admission to the College of Law. After completing 
law school, students can apply for the loan forgiveness program 
currently available in Nebraska if they return to a rural Nebraska 
location and practice law. 

Senior John Paul Svec of David City entered RLOP in 2017 and 
will be among the frst graduating class of RLOP students in May. He 
said his interest in law began in high school, taking a civil law class and 
joining the mock trial team. He did research beyond what was required 
for class and did an internship with the Butler County Attorney’s offce. 
Svec, who chose criminal justice as his major, then began his college 
education at Wayne State. He said Drs. Randa Garden and Andria 
Cooper heavily encouraged him to apply for the new program. 

“The main reason I want to be a lawyer is because I truly want 
to help people,” said Svec. “Whether it is a child that is in need of an 
advocate, a defendant that needs legal representation, or a person 
needing help drafting a will, I want to help people with their legal 
issues.” 

He says after completing law school and passing the bar exam, he 
would like to practice in Western Nebraska since there is a great need 
for lawyers in that area. He would like to be a prosecuting or defense 
attorney with the possibility of having his own private clients on the 
side dealing with civil law matters. 

“I believe that my education from Wayne State has prepared me 
for law school,” Svec said. “All of my classes have greatly increased 
my critical thinking and problem-solving skills. One of the reasons I 

“RLOP has allowed me to take special programs to prepare 
for the LSAT. It has provided me with the best advisors to 
guide me through the phases of preparing for law school. It 
has opened up internship opportunities. Most importantly, 
I have been able to establish a good relationship with the 
UNL College of Law before even attending.” 

John Paul Svec 

chose Wayne was because it is the only college in Nebraska with a set 
pre-law minor. With this minor, I have taken classes that I believe will 
give me a head start in some of my classes in law school. RLOP has 
allowed me to take special programs to prepare for the LSAT. It has 
provided me with the best advisors to guide me through the phases 
of preparing for law school. It has opened up internship opportunities. 
Most importantly, I have been able to establish a good relationship with 
the UNL College of Law before even attending.” 

Lyle Koenig ’66 of West Point, an attorney at Koenig Law 
Firm in Beatrice, has had a successful 47-year law career after 
graduating from WSC and UNL College of Law and knows from 
being in the feld that the program is an excellent set-up to support 
rural Nebraska. 

“If country life is going to survive, young people must return 
to the country to live and work after graduating from college,” he 
says. “RLOP promotes that objective by awarding scholarships 
to students, from the country, who promise to return to rural 
Nebraska after law school to practice law. Everyone, the student, 
the college, and the state, benefts from this program. The student 
gets a quality education, the college gets outstanding students 
to its campus, and the state gets a continuation of rural life in 
Nebraska. I know all this is possible because I substantially did it.” 
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Research Shines Light 
on Rural Mental Health Needs 

A recent collaborative effort including political science professor Dr. Joe Blankenau, Ciera Afrank 
’16, MSE ’19, and a team of researchers at UNMC Public Health published a report in the Journal 
of Rural Mental Health entitled “Barriers and Solutions to Providing Mental Health Services in Rural 
Nebraska.” 

The research began when Afrank was an undergraduate at WSC. As part of WSC’s relationship 
with the University of Nebraska Medical Center/College of Public Health, the college received funding 
through the Rural Futures Institute of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. The principle investigator for 
the grant from the College of Public Health was Dr. Patrik Johansson. The project began in a senior 
research seminar where Afrank, who graduated with psychology and sociology degrees and a political 
science minor, conducted an original survey directed at non-prescribing mental health providers. 

“Growing up in rural Nebraska, I was fascinated by each individual’s unique life story,” said Afrank. 
“I was introduced to a mental health policy expert through the Behavioral Health Education Center of 
Nebraska (BHECN), and I realized how I could combine my felds in a purposeful way. I want to help 
improve lives in rural Nebraska communities, like those of my family, friends, and neighbors, so this 
project provided an opportunity to address our unique needs.” 

The conclusions of the project suggest rural Nebraska mental health providers are seeking public 
health-oriented interventions. Financial barriers were the most signifcant concern for providers and 
their clients. Responses also identifed the need for facilities focusing on dual diagnosis and severe 
and persistent mental illnesses. Stigma and prevention were the other priorities. Providers indicated a 
need for more public health initiatives to normalize discussion of mental health in rural communities. 
Proposed initiatives include community-based promotions about mental health in general and where 
to access services, as well as introducing more mental health education in schools. 

“Our rural communities are challenged by high rates of depression, anxiety, suicide, addiction, 
domestic violence, and so much more,” Afrank points out. “In tightknit towns, social isolation is 
exceptionally common. Stigma causes those in delicate situations to be ostracized when they need 
support the most. The narrative around mental health is slowly shifting across the world, and the 
change is crucial to the well-being of our rural communities.” 

“I cannot say enough about the hard work and professionalism Ciera brought to the project,” said 
Blankenau. “These types of research projects play an important role in helping inform advocates for 
rural mental health and policy makers about the key needs of mental health in rural Nebraska and 
similar areas across the country.” 

How To Start A Scholarship 
Scholarship dollars are essential to students attending Wayne State College. 

Scholarships can be tailored to meet the donor’s needs or interests, including the 
use of estate planning. Listed below are the types of scholarships that can be 
established with the Wayne State Foundation. 

ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
Annual scholarships are awarded each year to students in the full amount that 

is received from the donor. A minimum $500 contribution is required before the 
scholarship fund will be awarded. 

ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS 
Endowed scholarships provide perpetual awards for Wayne State College 

students. A minimum $10,000 in contributions is required before the scholarship 
fund begins to be awarded. The donor may take fve years to fully fund the 
endowment. Endowment funds are invested, and a portion of the earnings are 
awarded each year. 

An agreement between the Foundation and donor is developed for each 
scholarship to determine how the scholarship will be awarded. 

Contact Kevin Armstrong, Deb Lundahl, Laura Robinett, or Megan Finn for 
more information on how to start a current scholarship or fund a scholarship 
through your estate. 

Dr. Joe Blankenau 

Ciera Afrank ’16, MSE ’19 

Kevin Armstrong 
Chief Executive Offcer 

402-375-7534 
kearmst1@wsc.edu 

Deb Lundahl 
Director of Major Gifts 

402-375-7209 
delunda1@wsc.edu 

Laura Robinett 
Director of 

Alumni Relations 
402-375-7370 

larobin1@wsc.edu 

Megan Finn 
Director of 

Athletic Development 
402-375-7543 

mefnn1@wsc.edu 
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Kevin Armstrong, CEO of the Wayne State Foundation (left) and Steve Elliott, Vice President for 
Academic Affairs (right) presented Tim Gesell ’04 with the Alumni Achievement Award at the 
commencement ceremony Dec. 13. 

For more about winter commencement and a list of the graduates, visit www.wsc.edu/news 

Winter 2019 Commencement 
Wayne State College held a commencement 

ceremony for graduate and undergraduate 
students Dec. 13 in Rice Auditorium. A 
total of 239 degrees were conferred. Those 
students receiving their degrees included 168 
undergraduates and 71 graduate students of 
the college’s Master of Science in Education, 
Master of Organizational Management, Master 
of Business Administration, and Education 
Specialist programs. 

Speakers included Haley Guenther of West 
Point (invocation), daughter of Allen and Kelli 
Guenther of West Point; Elley Coffn of Norfolk 
(frst commencement address),  daughter of 
Randall Coffn of Tulsa, Okla., and Lori Coffn of 
Norfolk; and Kolbie Foster of Omaha (second 
commencement address), son of Jimmie Foster 

Elley Coffn  Kolbie Foster  Haley Guenther of Tulsa, Okla., and Shannon Foster of Owasso, 
Okla. 

Tim Gesell ’04 
Receives Alumni 
Achievement Award 

Tim Gesell ’04 received the Alumni 
Achievement Award from the Wayne 
State Foundation during the December 
commencement ceremony. 

Gesell was born and raised in South Sioux 
City. He graduated from South Sioux City High 
School and earned his Bachelor of Science 
degree in business administration with 
concentrations in business management and 
human resource management from Wayne 
State College in 2004. Gesell currently lives 
in Seward with his wife, Michelle (Wiltse) ’03, 
and their three children, Ryan (9), Rose (6), and 
Ruby (4).  

While at Wayne State, Gesell was a 
member of the men’s basketball team and 
received Academic All-Conference and team 
captain honors. Their 1999-00 team has been 
inducted in the Wayne State College Athletics 
Hall of Fame. He also was a member of the 
Blue Key National Honor Society, as vice 
president and president his last two years.  

Professionally, Gesell has worked in the 
manufacturing industry in various leadership 
roles since graduating from Wayne State. 
He currently works for Timpte, Inc., in David 
City as the director of manufacturing. He has 
a passion for developing people and seeing 
teams succeed. Timpte recently made a 

donation to Wayne State’s Center for Applied 
Technology with Gesell’s support. 

Gesell also likes to give back to the 
community. In Seward, he is a member of 
the St. John Education Board. He is also 
a member of the Wayne State Foundation 
Scholarship Campaign Steering Committee. In 
his hometown, he is an active member of the 

We Got Next Foundation. This foundation was 
formed to support less fortunate kids in the 
Siouxland area through a mission of providing 
a positive impact through sports and uplifting 
experiences to motivate them to succeed. 

Gesell is still active in athletics by playing 
basketball and coaching youth sports in his 
community.  
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1 2 3 

A 2018 article co-authored by Dr. Randy Bertolas, professor of 
geography, and former WSC students Jayme Krejci ’18 and Alix 
Stanley ’18 has been republished by the International Social 
Science Review, included in the fourth edition of Laurie Kirszner 
and Stephen Mandell’s textbook “Practical Arguments” published 
by Bedford/St. Martin’s. This textbook uses works such as the one 
published by Bertolas, Krejci, and Stanley as examples of how to 
craft a strong argument, with questions following about how the 
authors supported their points. The original article was entitled 
“Policy Point—Counterpoint: Are Colleges and Universities Obligated 
to Provide Student-Athletes with Additional Compensation Beyond 
Tuition, Room, and Board?” Following their graduation in Spring 
2018, Krejci enrolled in law school at Creighton University, and 
Stanley interned in the Capitol Hill offce of U.S. Senator Ben Sasse. 

Dr. Alan Bruflat, professor of modern languages, presented a paper, 
“The Role of Nostalgia in the Early Poetry of Luis García Montero,” 
at the European Studies Conference in October at the University of 
Nebraska-Omaha. 

Dr. Donovan Conley, professor of exercise science, represented Wayne 
State College at the annual meeting of the American College of 
Sports Medicine in Orlando held May 28-June 1. At the meeting, 
WSC was recognized as a bronze level “Exercise is Medicine” 
campus. This distinguished national award provides recognition 
that WSC is a college campus leader in promoting the benefts of 
exercise and physical activity. Dr. Barbara Engebretsen, professor 
of exercise science, has been instrumental in spearheading this 
effort, and Paul McCawley, instructor of exercise science, along 
with Wayne State College graduate and undergraduate students, 
have provided valuable assistance and support in promoting this 
program on campus and the Wayne community. 1 

Lee Elliott, professor of human resource management, and colleagues 
Krista Fritson and Robert Rycek at the University of Nebraska-
Kearney published their research, “Using positive psychology in 
independent living settings to enhance well-being and functioning,” 
in the International Journal of Humanities and Social Science 
Review, Vol. 5, February 2019. The signifcance of this result is that 
by providing positive psychology coaching to elders in independent 
living facilities, they may be able to remain there longer and not 
progress to higher levels of care. As such, they will have greater 
privacy, dignity, and peace of mind. Moreover, the cost of elder care 
may be reduced substantially. 

Dr. Mary Elliott, associate professor of fashion merchandising, 
collaborated with Margie Trembley, couture milliner and owner of 
Margie Trembley Chapeaux in Omaha, to create a wearable art 

piece that focused on a goldwork embroidery design executed by 
Elliott after attending the Royal School of Needlework in Kentucky. 
The hat design was inspired by E. Corbould’s 1838 watercolor 
painting of Queen Victoria. The story of the collaboration has 
been published as the featured story for the October 2019 edition 
of HATalk, a millinery e-magazine based in the U.K. The piece, 
now titled “Racing Gold,” was on display Oct. 30-Nov. 30 at the 
Springfeld Artworks Gallery in Springfeld. 2 

In August, Dr. Barbara Engebretsen, professor of exercise 
science, completed the 2018-19 Fulbright Global Scholar 
Award in Ethiopia and Nepal, collaborating on the Hypertension 
Education And Resourcing Talented Students (HEARTS) Initiative. 
HEARTS is a program designed to educate, equip, and empower 
secondary students as partners in screening for hypertension and 
promote health literacy in the prevention of non-communicable 
diseases. So far, HEARTS Teams in two schools in Nepal (about 
50 students) and three in Ethiopia (75 students) have received 
training and begun screening students and families and providing 
health promotion activities in their communities. 

While in Nepal, Engebretsen also led a continuing education 
workshop for the Nepal Physiotherapists Association on Exercise 
is Medicine and Cardiac Rehabilitation. Engebretsen also worked 
with associate professor of art Meghan O’Connor’s graphic design 
class in creating a design for a HEARTS logo and printed t-shirts 
for trained HEARTS teams in Nepal and Ethiopia. 

In October, Engebretsen attended the 2019 International Fulbright 
Association Conference and presented “Tigers, HEARTS, and 
Summits: Connecting minds for Global Health in Nepal” on a three-
person panel, which included fellow Fulbright Scholars Dr. Brook 
Milligan (New Mexico State University) and Chandni Jaishwal 
(Emory University). Some of their presentation included research 
by Dr. Dibesh Karmacharya ‘95. 3 

Dr. Paul Karr, professor of chemistry, received the Nebraska EPSCoR 
grant for undergraduate research experience in small colleges 
and universities. EPSCoR is a National Science Foundation grant 
established to stimulate competitive research. Karr and WSC 
undergraduate student Maddie Duffy worked on an EPSCoR-
supported research project investigating potential solar collecting/ 
energy transfer molecular structures over the summer and 
successfully co-authored the peer-reviewed research paper, 
“Triplet BODIPY and AzaBODIPY Derived Donor-acceptor Dyads: 
Competitive Electron Transfer versus Intersystem Crossing upon 

continued... 
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4 5 6 

Photoexcitation” published in ChemPhotoChem [DOI: 10.1002/ 
cptc.201900189.] [EPSCoR Grant OIA-1557417]. 

Other peer-reviewed research papers involving the search for 
solar collecting molecules, chemosensors, and anticancer via 
photodynamic therapy (PDT) molecules co-authored by professor 
Karr in 2019 include: “Directly Linked Zinc Phthalocyanine– 
Perylenediimide Dyads and a Triad for Ultrafast Charge Separation” 
[Chemistry–A European Journal 25 (43), 10123-10132]; “Sequential, 
Ultrafast Energy Transfer and Electron Transfer in a Fused Zinc 
Phthalocyanine-free-base Porphyrin-C60 Supramolecular Triad” 
[ChemPhysChem 20 (1), 163-172]; and “Knock-on synthesis of 
tritopic calix [4] pyrrole host for enhanced anion interactions” 
[Dalton Transactions, The Royal Society of Chemistry DOI: 10.1039/ 
C9DT02365H]. 

Karr’s research that was presented at the 2019 Dallas meeting 
of the Electrochemical Society included “Ultrafast Photoinduced 
Charge Separation in Wide-Band Capturing, Bis-Styryl Bodipy-
Fullerene Donor-Acceptor Assemblies.” 

Dr. Karl Kolbeck, associate professor of music, was invited to perform 
the following pieces at the following events: “Performance of Four 
Miniatures for Clarinet and Bass Clarinet” by Howard Buss, in 
collaboration with Dr. Barry McGinnis of Newberry College, at the 
International Clarinet Association’s ClarinetFest 2019 in Knoxville, 
Tenn., held July 24-28; and “Performance of Concerto in F-Major for 
Bass Clarinet and Piano” composed by Dr. Matthew Haakenson, 
in collaboration with Dr. Angela Miller-Niles, at two events – the 
First Annual Great Plains New Music Festival at the University of 
South Dakota on Sept. 7 and the 2019 National Conference for the 
National Association of College Wind and Percussion Instructors at 
the University of Northern Iowa held Oct. 11-13. 

In September, Kolbeck accepted a position as associate audio 
reviews editor with the International Clarinet Association. 

Kolbeck also recorded an album with the Sioux City Rockestra, 
which was offcially released on all digital platforms in October. The 
album is entitled “Listen to the Music” and features collaborations 
between musicians from Siouxland and Los Angeles. 

Dr. Brian Kufner, associate professor of human resource 
management, published “Introducing students to corporate culture: 
Finding the right ‘ft,’” in the February 2019 edition of Business 
Education Forum, 73(3), 35-37. The magazine is a publication of 
the National Business Education Association. 

Dr. Michael Marek, professor of communication arts, published two 
scholarly book chapters in 2019, including “Creating a technology-
rich English language learning environment” in the Second 
Handbook of English Language Teaching, published by Springer, 
and “Incorporating LINE smartphone app affordances: Cross-
cultural collaboration, willingness to communicate, and language 
learning” in Computer-Assisted Language Learning: Concepts, 
Methodologies, Tools, and Applications, published by IGI Global. 

In November, Marek and Dr. Mike White, professor of mass 
communication and flm advisor, hosted a session on industry-
standard pre-production planning at the National Student 
Electronic Media Conference hosted by College Broadcasters, Inc., 
in St. Louis. 

In Spring 2019, Josh Piersanti and Meghan O’Connor, associate 
professors of art, and freshmen graphic design students restored 
historical photographs of the City of Wayne for the Wayne 
Historical Society. 4 

Dr. Jason Price, associate professor of Earth science, presented 
an oral paper in September at the Geological Society of America 
Annual Meeting in Phoenix entitled, “Using Plug-Flow Column 
Reactor Data to Constrain Calcic Mineral Weathering Rates from 
Watershed Mass-Balance Methods: Lithogenic Phosphorus Fluxes 
from Apatite Dissolution into Lacustrine Ecosystems of the Loch 
Vale Watershed, Colorado, USA.” This presentation reflects ongoing 
interdisciplinary environmental research in high-elevation Colorado 
currently involving WSC undergraduate students Emerson Andelt 
(Earth science), Mackenzie Eskey (life sciences), and Miguel 
Barajas (mathematics). 5 

Dr. Gerard Ras, professor of business, presented at the Norfolk Area 
Human Resource Association in June. The presentation was titled 
“Creating Value: HR as Strategic Partner in the Capital Budgeting 
Process.” The presentation emphasized important roles for HR 
professionals in the process of selecting capital projects for 
companies. It included the analysis of a real-world scenario to 
examine roles HR can play in the capital budgeting process. 

Ras also presented at the Columbus Area Human Resource 
Association in October at the request of Wayne State alum Jon 
Rauner ‘08. The presentation was titled “HR as Strategic Partner 
in Creating Financial Value.” The presentation connected the HR 
function with the value creation process through organizational 
strategy and competency modeling. A scenario was examined by 
participants. As a practical example, Ras presented a solution that 
was implemented by a multinational corporation as a result of his 
research. 6 
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Friends Tour 

Australia & New Zealand 
Spring 2021 

Official dates and trip itinerary coming soon. 
Find updates at www.wsc.edu/alumni-events, 

or contact the Wayne State Alumni Office 
at 402-375-7370. 

www.wsc.edu 
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Dr. Leigh Scruggs, assistant professor of education, presented 
“Teach and Travel Around the World” at the Educators Rising Expo 
held at Wayne State College for high school students on the path 
to becoming teachers. The session focused on opportunities 
for pre-service and in-service educators interested in teaching 
outside of the U.S. These programs allow participants to share 
their knowledge with students and colleagues in foreign countries 
while also earning money to travel the world. The presentation 
highlighted the presenter’s personal experience serving in the 
U.S. Peace Corps and working abroad through British Universities 
North America Club and the Council on International Educational 
Exchange. 

Scruggs also presented “Off the Beaten Path: My Journey in 
Eastern Europe – 2019” sponsored by the President’s Council on 
Diversity and Multicultural and International Programs at Wayne 
State College. The presentation provided an overview of the 
capital cities of 11 Eastern European countries, including travel 
itineraries and photos to spark interest in learning about other 
cultures and locations not typically visited by U.S. travelers. 7 

Scruggs and Drs. Stephanie Applewhite, education instructor, and 
Johanna Barnes, associate professor of education, co-presented 
at the 33rd annual Women in Educational Leadership Conference 
in Lincoln. Their presentation, “Voices of Female First-Generation 
College Graduates Transitioning from Teaching K-12 to Higher 
Education Faculty,” examined common themes among their 
personal experiences in deciding to make the leap, fnding the 
right ft, and factors to consider throughout the process as they 
moved out of K-12 classrooms to become faculty at Wayne State 
College. 

Dr. Yasuko Taoka, dean of the School of Arts and Humanities, 
has been selected as the new editor for Teaching Classical 
Languages. Teaching Classical Languages (TCL) is the peer-
reviewed, online journal dedicated to exploring how we teach (and 
how we learn) Greek and Latin. TCL is sponsored by the Classical 
Association of the Middle West and South. 8 

In April, Dr. Sara Walsh, associate professor of education, traveled 
to Toronto, Ontario, to present at the American Educational 
Research Association, the largest national interdisciplinary 
research association devoted to the scientifc study of education 
and learning. Her presentation, “Co-Teaching Versus Traditional 
Clinical Practice Models: The Perceived Role of the Cooperating 
Teacher,” described the results of her research, which identifed 
differences in the perception of the roles of the cooperating 
teacher depending upon the model used. Consequently, this 

perception influences the teaching and learning processes for 
both the teacher candidate as well as the PK-12 learners in the 
classroom. 9 

In October, Dr. Mike White, professor of mass communication 
and flm advisor, premiered his frst full-length feature flm, 
“Ever Fallen,” at the Majestic Theatre in Wayne. The flm stars 
Shelby Hagerdon, Nathan Taubert, and Ryan Shearer, and was 
written, directed, and produced by White. It is a punk rock take 
on the classic “Romeo and Juliet.” The flm has been chosen as 
the feature selection of the Sioux City International, Muscatine 
Independent, and Sandy Dennis flm festivals. The flm is expected 
to be available on a major streaming service after it completes its 
festival tour in 2021.  10 
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WSC Campus News 

From left to right: 
Tim Bebee, Kirk Gardner, 
Leslie Bebee, President 
Marysz Rames, Athletic 
Director Mike Powicki, and 
Wayne State Foundation 
CEO Kevin Armstrong. 

Gardner Foundation Donates $1.8 Million to WSC for Student Support 
Wayne State is proud to announce the Gardner Foundation 

presented the college with a $1.8 million donation, the largest single 
scholarship gift in the college’s history, at the annual scholarship 
luncheon hosted by the Wayne State Foundation on Oct. 3 in the 
Kanter Student Center. 

The $1.8 million gift includes $300,000 in one-time money for 
the conversion of the college’s natatorium into an indoor athletic 
complex, and $1.5 million for scholarships. The athletic scholarship 
fund will receive $925,000, athletic operations will receive $150,000, 
and academic scholarships will receive $425,000. 

The Gardner Foundation has played a role in every fundraising 
initiative launched by Wayne State College. Gardner Foundation 
trustees are critical partners in the success of the college and the 
Wayne State Foundation as the college moves forward to fulfll its 
mission of excellence in teaching and learning and regional service. 

“Wayne State has always been near and dear to our family,” said 
Leslie Bebee of the Gardner Foundation. “We are pleased we can 
be in a position to provide students with an opportunity to earn an 
education. Scholarships can make the difference in whether they go 
to college or not and if they choose Wayne State.” 

The Gardner Foundation has been instrumental in the building of 
Gardner Hall and the Center for Applied Technology; the renovation 
of U.S. Conn Library, Memorial Stadium press box, athletic felds, 
and weight training facilities, the Campus Commons, Carhart 
Science Building, Studio Arts Building, and Heritage Plaza; and a 
host of other projects on the Wayne State campus. In addition to 
supporting building projects, the Gardner Foundation has provided 
strong fnancial support for athletic teams and the Wayne State 
Foundation’s general fund. 

“This commitment in support of athletic scholarships and 
facilities is extremely exciting,” said Mike Powicki, director of Wayne 
State College athletics. “These scholarship dollars will most defnitely 
help better position our athletic programs within the Northern Sun 
Conference and NCAA Division II and give our coaches the additional 
resources needed to be even more competitive. The indoor athletic 

Wayne State has always been near and 
dear to our family. We are pleased we 
can be in a position to provide students 
with an opportunity to earn an education. 
Scholarships can make the difference in 
whether they go to college or not and if 
they choose Wayne State. 

Leslie Bebee, Gardner Foundation 

complex is something we as an institution desperately need for our 
athletic department, our students, and community partnerships. The 
Gardner Foundation and family have been vital to the advancement 
of Wayne State College and success of Wildcat Athletics. We are truly 
grateful for all they do for us.” 

Leslie Bebee, Kirk Gardner, and David Gardner lead the Gardner 
Foundation. Leslie and Kirk have also served in leadership positions 
with the Wayne State Foundation. Their input through the years 
has been instrumental in providing the college with the vision that 
has allowed the college to grow in tune with the evolving needs of 
students and faculty. 

“The Gardner Foundation’s gift is profoundly transformational 
for Wayne State,” said Dr. Marysz Rames, president of Wayne State. 
“This generous donation will make a tremendous difference in the 
lives of our students, many of whom would not be able to attend 
college without fnancial assistance. Scholarships are an important 
component of the many gateways of opportunity that change the 
lives of our students, and I cannot thank Leslie, Kirk, and David 
enough for their support of Wayne State. This lead gift will provide 
momentum as we work to enhance support of our students.” 
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Fall 2019 Senior Gift Challenge 
Almost 50 Wayne State College seniors who graduated 

in December met the Senior Gift Challenge by pledging to 
donate $20.19, or another amount, to the WSC Students 
Assisting Students Endowed Scholarship, pledging more 
than $890 total for the semester. 

The Senior Gift Challenge, which started with the Fall 
2018 class, aims to create a culture of giving back to Wayne 
State College among each graduating senior class by asking 
students to pledge the amount of their graduation year to 
the Students Assisting Students Endowed Scholarship. The 
Senior Gift Challenge will also help complete the funding 
needed to endow the scholarship. 

The Senior Gift Committee, made up of students from 
Student Senate and the Philomathean President’s Honorary 
Society, helped promote the campaign and encouraged 
students to participate. Students who pledged to support 
the scholarship were given a philanthropy medal to wear 
at commencement, and they were invited to a reception at 
Johnnie Byrd Brewing Company. 

Employee Campaign 2019 
The Wayne State Foundation hosted a 
celebratory reception Nov. 12 for its WSC 
Employee Campaign in the Bud & Florence 
Griffn Alumni House. The Employee 
Campaign is a fundraising initiative on 
campus that encourages employees to 
give back to Wayne State with a friendly 
competition between faculty, professional 
staff, and support staff to see which 
group has the highest participation rate. 
This year, the professional staff had the 
highest percentage of giving. Thank you 
to all WSC employees who give back to 
Wayne State College! 

Wayne State students who pledged their support on the Senior Gift Challenge 
attended a reception at Johnnie Byrd Brewing Company in Wayne. Front row, 
left to right: Laura Robinett (Director of Alumni Relations), Lana Chapman 
(Foundation office assistant), and Ashley VanMeeteren (Senior Gift Challenge 
committee member). Back row, left to right: Gina Blackman, Hannah 
VanderPutten, Kaylee Fujan, Tessie Collins, and Jorge Adame (Senior Gift 
Challenge committee member). 

Phonathon 2020 Calling Begins Jan. 22 
Wayne State College students and student managers are excited to 

begin the Wayne State Foundation’s 2020 Phonathon Campaign! 
During Phonathon, WSC students contact alumni, friends, and 

parents to update their information, talk about exciting progress 
happening at Wayne State, and ask you to consider supporting WSC 
with a gift. Our students are looking forward to talking with you to hear 
your stories about Wayne State, and to share their experiences as well. 

The Foundation’s annual Phonathon campaign begins with a letter 
to past donors and is sent in November. If you choose to make your 
annual gift by responding to the letter, you will not receive a Phonathon 
call. Phonathon calling begins Jan. 22. 

Thank you for your support each year to Wayne State College 
through the Phonathon Campaign! 

2020 Phonathon student managers, from left to right: Miranda Scheerger, 
Ashleigh Avecilla, and Brandy Langley. Not pictured: Bayley Holloway. 
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WSC Athletics 

Dan McLaughlin Retires as Wildcat Football Coach 
Wayne State College head football coach Dan McLaughlin announced his retirement in 

November after 15 years on the Wildcat sidelines. 
McLaughlin leaves Wayne State as the school’s all-time wins leader, posting a 79-88 

record overall (.473) and 75-77 mark (.493) in NSIC games. Inheriting a struggling program 
that had nine straight losing seasons when he became head coach in 2005, McLaughlin built 
Wayne State into a constant winner, producing six straight winning seasons from 2007-12 (a 
feat never accomplished in 104 years of the program) that included the school’s only NCAA 
Division II playoff trip in 2008 and a berth in the Mineral Water Bowl in 2007, just the second 
bowl appearance in school history. 

McLaughlin had seven winning seasons on the Wildcat sidelines, highlighted by his 2008 
team that posted a 9-3 record and advanced to the NCAA Division II playoffs for the frst time 
before falling 23-17 at Chadron State. The nine wins that season tied a school record, earning 
McLaughlin NSIC Coach of the Year and AFCA Division II Region 5 Coach of the Year honors. 
The 2008 team also earned a share of the NSIC South Division title with an 8-2 league mark 
and fnished the season ranked 22nd in the AFCA Division II Top 25 Coaches Poll. 

McLaughlin was the second-longest tenured coach in the NSIC (trailing only Tom 
Sawyer’s 24 years at Winona State) and the longest tenured coach ever at Wayne State 

“I’ve been fortunate to have a great run College. He coached 10 All-Americans and three Academic All-Americans along with 125 All-
in this profession. Thanks to Wayne Northern Sun Conference selections during his time at Wayne State College. 
State College for the opportunity and “A few years ago a dear friend of mine retired and I was surprised…and when I asked him 

why he retired, he simply replied ‘it was time.’ The time is right for my family and me,” said support, especially our athletic director 
McLaughlin about his retirement. “I’ve been fortunate to have a great run in this profession. Mike Powicki and President Dr. Marysz 
Thanks to Wayne State College for the opportunity and support, especially our athletic Rames. I would especially like to thank director Mike Powicki and President Dr. Marysz Rames. I would especially like to thank the 

the men, including my son Scott, who men, including my son Scott, who have worked with me over the years as assistant coaches, 
have worked with me over the years as and most importantly, the hundreds of young men who chose to attend Wayne State to 
assistant coaches, and most importantly, further their educations and who allowed me to coach them in this great game we call 
the hundreds of young men who chose football.” 

Prior to arriving at Wayne State in 2005, McLaughlin served as offensive coordinator to attend Wayne State to further their 
at Minnesota State and was a graduate assistant coach at Nebraska under Frank Solich. educations and who allowed me to coach 
Before moving to the college ranks, McLaughlin was a successful high school coach from the 

them in this great game we call football.” mid 1980s to 2002 with a 110-59 record in Nebraska, winning state titles at three different 
schools – Broken Bow in 1987, Norfolk in 1994, and Millard West in 2001. Dan McLaughlin 

McLaughlin earned his master’s degree from Wayne State College in 1992. He is a native 
of Sheridan, Mont., and is a 1982 graduate of Bellevue College. 

John McMenamin, who served as offensive coordinator at Wayne State from 2011 
to 2014 and then at Central Missouri for the last fve years, has been named the new head 
football coach of the Wildcats. 
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Season record: 4-7 overall, 2-5 NSIC South Division (6th place) NSIC All-Academic Team (3.20-3.59 GPA) 
Ian Ailts, senior Ryan Kennedy, sophomore 

Honors Corbin Foster, senior Mason Lee, sophomore 
Kolbie Foster – CoSIDA Academic All-District Super Region 4 First Team, Nicholas Gray, sophomore Jacob Protzman, graduate student 

CoSIDA Academic All-American Second Team. Foster is frst ever Trevor Hudson, senior Isaac Schafbuch, sophomore 
repeat Academic All-American at WSC (Second Team in 2018). Nicholas Joynt, sophomore Dorien Welch, senior 

Nicholas Joynt – NSIC Defensive Player of the Week (Oct. 7) 
Ethan Knudson – NSIC Special Teams Player of the Week (Nov. 11), 

CoSIDA Academic All-District Super Region 4 First Team, CoSIDA 
Academic All-American First Team 

Jacob Protzman – CCA All Super Region 4 Second Team Defensive End 

NSIC All-NSIC Honors (All-South Division) 
Tyler Thomsen – First Team Defense 
Jacob Protzman – First Team Defense 
Ryan Kennedy – Honorable Mention Offense 
Ethan Knudson – Honorable Mention Special Teams 

NSIC All-Academic Team of Excellence 
(3.60 GPA or higher) 
Austin Coffman, junior Ethan Knudson, senior 
Kolbie Foster, senior Alex Thramer, sophomore 
Conner Paxton, senior Tyler Thomsen Jacob Protzman 
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Season record: 6-9-4 NSIC All-Academic Team of Excellence (3.60 GPA or higher) 
NSIC record: 6-7-2 (8th place) Madison Burgard, senior Gabi Rosa, sophomore 
Qualifed for the NSIC Tournament Madison Craig, junior Megan Schuster, junior 

for frst time since 2006 Lauren Fleming, senior Rylie Wehner, junior 
Rachel Grisham, senior Carleigh Wilson, seniorHonors Sophia Ketchmark, senior Brooke Worrel, sophomore Madison Burgard – CoSIDA Academic All-District VII First Team, Megan Phillips, sophomore 

CoSIDA Academic All-American Second Team 
Rachel Grisham – CoSIDA Academic All-District VII First Team, 

CoSIDA Academic All-American Second Team 
Sophia Ketchmark – CoSIDA Academic All-District VII First Team, 

CoSIDA Academic All-American Second Team 

All-NSIC Team 
Sophia Ketchmark – Second Team 
Rylie Wehner – Third Team 
Megan Schuster – Honorable Mention 

NSIC All-Academic Team (3.20-3.59 GPA) 
Claire Gay, senior 
Madison Kemp, sophomore 

Madison Burgard Rachel Grisham 

6 – total number of meets 
NSIC Conference Championship Results (hosted by WSC) 
Men – 11th place 
Women – 12th place 

Top Wildcat Finishers 
Dylan Kessler, senior (top WSC runner at frst four events) 
Bailey Peckham, junior (top WSC runner at last two events) 
Jade Rickard, freshman (top WSC runner at last three events) 
Allie Rosener, sophomore (top WSC runner at frst three events) 

NSIC All-Academic Team of Excellence (3.60 GPA or higher) 
Brock Hegarty, junior Marin Jetensky, sophomore 
Nathan Hiemer, junior Kim Johnson, senior 
Bryce Holcomb, junior Amanda Mote, sophomore 
Jakob Kemper, sophomore Josephine Peitz, senior 
Dylan Kessler, senior Allie Rosener, sophomore 
Nathan Pearson, senior Andrea Torres, sophomore 
Bailey Peckham, junior 

NSIC All-Academic Team (3.20-3.59 GPA) 
Molly McCartney, junior Jade Rickard 

Season record: 24-7 
NSIC record: 14-6 (5th place) 
Ranked 13th in fnal regular season AVCA Division II Top 25 Coaches Poll 

Honors 
Tarrin Beller – NSIC Defensive Player of the Week (Sept. 16), NSIC Offensive 

Player of the Week (Oct. 14), AVCA All-Central Region First Team, 
D2CCA All-Central Region First Team, AVCA All-American Third Team, 
CCA All-American Honorable Mention 

All-NSIC Team 
Tarrin Beller – First Team
 Jaci Brahmer – Second Team 

NSIC All-Academic Team of Excellence (3.60 GPA or higher) 
Morgan Alexander, senior Lauren Jacobsen, sophomore 
Alyssa Ballenger, junior Haley Kauth, senior 
Tarrin Beller, senior Maddie Knobbe, junior 
Jaci Brahmer, junior Katie Stephens, senior 
Maddie Duffy, junior Jacee Weber, junior 

NSIC All-Academic Team (3.20-3.59 GPA) 
Hope Carter, junior 

Tarrin Beller 

Sophia Ketchmark 

Dylan Kessler Bailey Peckham 

Allie Rosener 

Jaci Brahmer 
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WSC Homecoming 2019 

Alumni Service Award - Terry J. McClain ‘70 received the 
2019 Alumni Service Award and was recognized during 
the Homecoming and Hall of Fame Banquet. McClain 
is pictured with President Dr. Marysz Rames (left) and 
Director of Alumni Relations Laura Robinett (right). 

Ley Family - The Ley Family was inducted into the WSC Athletics Hall of Fame on 
Oct. 5 as a contributor at the Homecoming and Hall of Fame Banquet. From left to 
right: President Dr. Marysz Rames, David Ley, Kaki Ley, Roy Ley, Josie Ley, Mason 
Ley, Sandy Brown, Matt Ley, and WSC Athletic Director Mike Powicki. 

Outstanding Alumni Awards Banquet - Four Wayne State 
alumni were recognized Oct. 4 during the Outstanding 
Alumni Awards Banquet. From left to right: Dr. Ron Holt 
‘89 (School of Natural and Social Sciences), Lisa Allen 
Fricke ‘73 (School of Education and Counseling), Corinne E. 
Morris ‘84, MAE ‘93 (School of Arts and Humanities), and 
JR Rother ‘06 (School of Business and Technology). 

New Trustees - New Wayne State Foundation 
trustees were recognized at the annual meeting. 
Front row, left to right: Virginia Larson ‘60, Mardelle 
Wiseman ‘66, Amy Bowers, and Joseph Wall ‘04. 
Back row, left to right: Merle Larson ‘59, Jean Mueting 
‘69, Don Mueting, Jonathan Pitts ‘06, Emily Jones 
‘08, and Dustin Jones ‘07. Unavailable for photo: 
William Melena, Brian Bowers, Christian Kingery, 
Mary Kingery, Joel Tremblay ‘01, Chera Tremblay ‘04, 
Ronald Boner ‘81, Judy Boner, and Stephen Srb ‘72. 
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Homecoming and Hall of Fame Banquet - Three individual athletes and one 
coach were inducted into the WSC Athletics Hall of Fame on Oct. 5 during the 
Homecoming and Hall of Fame Banquet. From left to right are: President Dr. Marysz 
Rames, Matt Schneider ‘10 (track and field and cross country), Carly Fehringer ‘14 
(track and field), Krista Wood (softball coach), Scott Bidroski ‘07 (baseball), and 
WSC Athletic Director Mike Powicki. 

Softball Team - The 2010 Women’s Wildcat 
Softball Team was inducted into the WSC Athletics 
Hall of Fame on Oct. 5 during the Homecoming 
and Hall of Fame Banquet. 

For more Homecoming news and photos 
go to www.wsc.edu/alumni-news. 

www.wsc.edu/alumni-news
www.wsc.edu
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Honored Class 1959 - Wayne State alumni of the Class of 1959 Honored Class 1969 - Wayne State alumni of the Class of 1969 
celebrated their 60th reunion. From left to right: John Wood, Richard celebrated their 50th reunion. From left to right: Ron Liewer, Eldred 
Friedrichsen, Dennis Hult, Merle Larson, Jerry Hueser, Bill Hagerdon, and Laubsch, Jan (Redinbaugh) Kensler, Dwight Hansen, Ray Novak, Sue 
Marjorie (Castan) Hagerdon. (Moline) Larson, Terry Larson, and Galen Johnson (Homecoming 

emcee). 

Honored Class 1979 - Wayne State alumni 
of the Class of 1979 celebrated their 
40th reunion. Front row, from left to right: 
Pamela (Oltman) Olson, Regina (Sharon) 
Mendenhall, Beth (Clay) Farrens, Marilyn 
(Reinhart) Myrtue, Pam (Yates) Baker, 
and Dana (Stander) Schwarz. Back row, 
from left to right: Janet (Niemoth) Drudik, 
Barbara (West) Schmolt, Sally (Schwede) 
Shively, Barbara (Tunink) Woodhead, Greg 
Vander Weil, Andy Myrtue, Tim Garvin, Deb 
(Kinnison) Whitt, and Kam Reeves. 

Greek Reunion - Wayne State alumni involved in a social fraternity or sorority during the 1960s, 70s, or 80s were invited to a Greek 
Alumni Reunion on Oct. 5 in the Kanter Student Center. Greek organizations represented included Chi Omega, Delta Sigma Pi, Kappa 
Delta Gamma, Phi Mu, Theta Phi Alpha, Tau Kappa Epsilon, Sigma Tau Gamma, and Beta Sigma Psi. 

Carhart Alumni Reunion -
Carhart math and science alumni 
gathered for an affinity reunion 
Oct. 4 in the PV Library of the 
Carhart Science Building. 
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President Marysz Rames, right, and husband Steve 
appeared in the Homecoming Parade on Oct. 5. 

Scholarship Luncheon - The Wayne State Foundation hosted a luncheon for 
scholarship donors and their student recipients in the Kanter Student Center. 

The Wildcat football team huddled at the beginning of the 
Homecoming game against Minnesota-Crookston on Oct. 5. 

The Wayne State Marching Band performed prior to the Willy Wildcat cheered on the Wildcats at the Homecoming football game. 
Homecoming football game. 

Alumni Employee Appreciation Social - The Wayne State Foundation hosted a WSC Alumni Employee Appreciation Social on Oct. 3 in the Kanter 
Student Center. All WSC faculty and staff were invited to celebrate our alumni employees with a dessert reception, performance by the WSC 
Chamber Choir, and a group photo with a signed banner. 
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Michelle (Hendricks) and Tony Miller with their children, Dean 
and Josephine. 

WSC Alumni Notes www.wsc.edu/alumni 

Tony Miller ’08 Shares Journey 
in Overcoming Leukemia 

Tony Miller graduated from Wayne State College in 2008 with a 
bachelor’s degree in communication and leadership. He met his wife, 
Michelle (Hendricks), while in Wayne. Tony and Michelle live in Atlantic, 
Iowa, with two children, Josephine (8) and Dean (6), where he works 
as a Midwest operational manager for Industrial Fluid Management. 

Miller was very involved at Wayne State. He played football 
under Coach Dan McLaughlin and then became the sports director 
and station manager for 91.9 The Cat. He also announced the WSC 
football games for KWSC and KTCH after he was done playing. Miller 
was a member of the Blue Key Honor Society and the Lambda Pi Eta. 

On Sept. 22, 2018, Miller was diagnosed with both types of acute 
leukemia, acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) and acute myeloid 
leukemia (AML). Only 2 percent of people who are diagnosed with 
leukemia have both. After his diagnosis, he underwent four rounds 
of intense, weeklong in-patient chemotherapy. He also had a few 
unscheduled visits to the emergency room and a minor stay in the ICU. 
After his cancer was put into remission, phase two began. 

Miller’s next step was a bone marrow transplant, also called 
a stem cell transplant, which included three more days of intense 
chemotherapy and three days of full body irradiation, twice a day, to 
wipe out his current bone marrow. After the chemo and the radiation 
were done, Miller was given the gift of second life when he received a 
bone marrow transplant from a donor. After the transplant, he lived at 
Hope Lodge in Omaha to allow recovery. 

“These were the hardest days of my treatment, being away 
from my family and the physical toll it took on my body,” Miller said. 
“However, as I sit here today, 280 days post-transplant, I am alive, 
healthy, working, being a dad and husband, and it was all worth it.” 

Miller is very thankful to the many different people who helped 
him during his journey. However, the one person that Miller does not 
know yet and wants to thank for the rest of his life is his donor. 

“I have to wait one year, and my donor has to agree to meet me 
or give me his contact information,” Miller said. “If he chooses not to, 
I will never know his identity. However, that doesn't mean I will not 
continually work to thank him and the organization that saved my life.” 

The organization, Be the Match, is the national database for bone 
marrow donors, and for people needing a donor. In a way to give back, 
Miller works to encourage as many people as possible to register by 
speaking to different groups, telling about his experience and giving 
them information about the organization. In August, Miller returned to 
the WSC campus to share his story with the Wildcat football team and 
how they can become donors. 

“If you are between 18 and 30 years old, please consider joining 
the registry and saving a life or visit www.bethematch.org for more 
information,” Miller said. “If you are past that age range and want to 
help others in my situation, fnd your nearest American Cancer Society 
chapter and help out. Serve a meal at Hope Lodge, participate in Relay 
for Life, and donate what you can. It's a great day to be a Wildcat!” 

For more information about Miller’s story and journey, 
visit www.caringbridge.org/visit/tonymillerstrong2018. 

If you would like to contact Miller about speaking 
to your group or organization, contact him at 

NoWeakSauceTony@gmail.com. 
Visit www.wsc.edu for 

more Wayne State College news! 
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WSC Alumni Notes 
Sehi & Associates Hires 
Wayne State College Graduates 

Sehi & Associates, P.C., in Norfolk was established in 2001 and has 
a history of hiring Wayne State College graduates, including interns and 
full-time professionals. They currently employ 13 staff members (four 
partners, fve full-time accountants, one part-time accountant, and 
three administrative assistants). Of the 10 accountants in their offce, 
nine of them are Wayne State alumni. The frm provides consultation 
and business advisory service, tax planning and preparation, and 
accounting services throughout Northeast Nebraska. 

Sehi & Associates is led by two partners, John Sehi and Thomas 
Jones ‘81, MBA ‘96. Sehi is a 1974 graduate of the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln College of Business Administration and has 44 years 
of experience. Jones is a 1981 graduate of WSC. He graduated with a 
degree in business fnance and a Master of Business Administration in 
1996. He has 22 years of experience in the feld. 

CPAs Derrick Blum ‘11 and Tad Pospisil ‘11 are junior partners November 2011. Blomenberg graduated from WSC with a degree in 
for the frm. Blum graduated from WSC with a degree in business public accounting. She worked for the frm three years as an intern and 
administration (public accounting). He has been with the frm since joined the staff in June 2015 as a full-time accountant. Risinger, a CPA, 
2008 and obtained his CPA certifcation in April 2015. Pospisil also joined the frm in the fall of 2019 with 12 years of experience in public 
graduated from WSC with a degree in business administration (public accounting.
accounting). He has been with the frm since 2010 and obtained his Recent WSC graduates Kevin Anderson ‘19 and Karina (De La O) 
CPA certifcation in April 2015. His wife, Brooke (Wortmann), is a 2013 Dickie ‘19 joined Sehi & Associates in May as staff accountants. Dickie 
graduate of Wayne State and frst grade teacher at Norfolk Public was also an intern for the frm as a student. 
Schools. Sehi & Associates has three administrative assistants, Jeanne 

Amy Sisson ‘91, Audra Kruse ‘06, Alicia Blomenberg ‘15, and Hopkins ‘70, MSE ‘78, Jean Drake, and Jan Butterfeld. Hopkins 
Katie Risinger ‘02 serve as accountants for Sehi & Associates. Sisson, graduated from WSC with a degree in elementary education and then 
a CPA, joined the frm in 2017 and has 26 years of experience. Her with a Master of Science in Education. She is a clerical assistant for the 
husband, Robert, graduated from WSC in 1992 and is the Assistant frm. Drake is a graduate of Northeast Community College and joined 
Vice President at Battle Creek State Bank. Kruse received a bachelor’s the frm in 2014 as the offce manager. Butterfeld has been with the 
in accounting from Wayne State and has been with the frm since frm for the past fve years as a part-time clerical assistant. 

Brad Bigelow ’57 Dedicates in 1986 and 1998); and cofounder, former 
president, and current member of South Life to Serving Organizations  Central Behavioral Service. He presently 

and Clients as Psychologist serves on the Buffalo County Mental Health 
Board and previously served on the Governor’s 

Brad Bigelow graduated from Wayne Behavioral Health Oversight Committee. 
State College in 1957 and earned a master’s His practice covers the entire state 
in education/clinical psychology in 1958 and of Nebraska. He is one of only a few 
doctorate in 1964, both from the University psychologists who sees referrals in their 
of Nebraska-Lincoln. Ever since then, he home. To his knowledge, Bigelow is the 
has been helping others and changing lives longest practicing clinician in the state, having 
throughout the state of Nebraska. performed in excess of 30,000 evaluations 

Bigelow served as the guidance counselor during his career. He continues to enjoy the 
at Lincoln Northeast from 1959 to 1960. He rewarding challenge, as well as agency and 
became the frst psychologist for the Nebraska client relationships that he has developed 
Penal and Correctional Complex in 1960 and serving as a psychological consultant to over the years with no plan to discontinue his 
served as the chief psychologist until 1968. He Vocational Rehabilitation Services, the courts, practice as long as his health permits. 
co-hosted a one-hour monthly TV series, “The Social Security Disability, Veterans Affairs, Bigelow was presented the Wayne State 
Prisoner Speaks,” and originated Project Youth, Mosaic Developmental Disabilities, and the Alumni Achievement Award in 2011 and is a 
a panel of inmates that spoke to various Department of Health and Human Services. trustee for the Wayne State Foundation. He 
schools and civic and religious groups around He has also served as a supervisor for mental also established the Brad Bigelow Endowed 
the state. health practitioners in Hastings and North Criminal Justice Scholarship at Wayne State. 

Bigelow later served as psychologist Platte. He enjoys meeting his student recipients 
and program director at Kearney Youth Bigelow was the co-founder of the each year and hearing their stories. Bigelow’s 
Rehabilitation and Treatment Center from Kearney Friends Program (Big Brothers Big wife, Karen, attended Wayne State, graduated 
1968 until retirement in 1998. He also created Sisters); co-founder and board member of from UNL, and was an elementary teacher 
the State of Nebraska Evaluation Program for Campus House Group Home for Girls; co- for 30 years. Brad and Karen’s family includes 
pre-adjudicated adolescent male offenders. founder and former president of Nebraska a daughter and son-in-law, Lisa and Jeffrey 

Even after his formal retirement, Juvenile Justice Association (recipient of Kurtz, daughter LeAnn Welsh, and fve 
Bigelow has continued his private practice, the association’s Service to Youth Award grandchildren. 

Front row, left to right: Karina (De La O) Dickie ‘19, Audra Kruse ‘06, 
Jeanne Hopkins ‘70, MSE ‘78, Jan Butterfield, and Jean Drake. Back 
row, left to right: Tad Pospisil ‘11, Thomas Jones ‘81, MBA ‘96, Kevin 
Anderson ‘19, Derrick Blum ‘11, and John Sehi. Not pictured: Amy Sisson 
‘91, Alicia Blomenberg ‘15, and Katie Risinger ‘02. 
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Tom Whisinnand ’03 Recognized with National Teacher Award 
Tom Whisinnand, a 2003 graduate of Wayne State College, was nationally 

recognized last fall when he was named the inaugural winner of the National 
University Sanford Teacher Award. He was honored during an all-school assembly 
in September at Reagan Elementary School in Omaha. 

In November 2018, Whisinnand was named the National University Sanford 
Teacher Award Winner for the state of Nebraska, which made him a fnalist for the 
national award. 

“It is a very humbling experience to be singled out for such an amazing honor,” 
Whisinnand said. “Thousands and thousands of teachers, all across our country, 
do extraordinary work with students every day.” 

As the recipient of the national award, Whisinnand received a grand prize of 
$50,000. From his prize money, Whisinannd made a gift to the School of Education 
and Counseling as a way to give back to Wayne State College. 

During his time at WSC, Whisinnand was a multiyear intramural swimming 
champion and a member of the cross country and track teams. 

After graduating from Wayne State, Whisinnand was hired by Millard Public 
Schools and has spent the last 17 years loving his work. He has worked as a 
fourth and ffth grade teacher and also spent a few years, in the middle of his time 
in Millard, as a building facilitator. 

Last year, Whisinnand’s class learned about the Nebraska Legislature by 
convincing their state legislator, Louanne Linehan, to introduce legislation that 
would have named corn the offcial state vegetable of Nebraska. The bill that was 
created, LB106, received a hearing and several students were able to see, in 
person, how the legislative process worked. This work was featured on Omaha’s 
WOWT Channel 6. 

While the bill never made it out of committee, the students did not give up. They wrote 
letters and created actual commercials for Gov. Pete Ricketts, asking him to make corn the It is a very humbling 
state grain of Nebraska (based on information that they had received, which shows that most experience to be singled out corn is indeed a grain and not a vegetable). 

In May, Gov. Ricketts visited Reagan Elementary in Millard and met with students to explain for such an amazing honor.  
his decision to not make corn an offcial state symbol. Thousands and thousands of 

Whisinnand graduated from the University of Nebraska-Omaha in 2005 with his master’s teachers, all across our country, 
degree in education, and from Doane College with a master’s degree in educational leadership. do extraordinary work with He is passionate about social emotional learning (SEL), inspiring students to authentically love 
learning, and inspiring teachers to love, or continue to love, educating students. students every day. 

Whisinnand currently resides in Omaha with his wife, Kelly, and two children. 
To learn more about the Sanford Teacher Award or to nominate an inspirational teacher, Tom Whisinnand ’03 

visit www.sanfordteacherawards.com. 

Where Giving Is Needed Most 
Where is that at Wayne State College? Where giving is needed most is our Greatest Needs Fund, an unrestricted fund that provides the fuel 
to run the Wayne State Foundation. The Wayne State Foundation serves as a vehicle for WSC alumni, friends, corporations, and foundations 
to use when supporting the college.      

Below are some of the programs and areas where Greatest Needs Funds are used: 
• Academic scholarships 
• Athletic scholarships For more information please contact: 

• Community scholarships Kevin Armstrong - 402-375-7534 
• Magazines, publications, and mailings Deb Lundahl - 402-375-7209 
• Operating expenses Laura Robinett - 402-375-7370 
• President’s executive discretionary accounts Megan Finn - 402-375-7543 
• Program statements for capital projects 

Wayne State Foundation • Building/land purchases 
1111 Main Street  • Wayne, NE 68787 • Donor recognition boards 

• College support 

Your gifts to the Greatest Needs Fund allow the president and the college the flexibility and discretion to address unexpected needs as they 
arise. These funds assist the college and the president in continuing to build on WSC’s reputation as a college of distinction – a dynamic, 
evolving institution whose mission is to prepare students for responsible leadership and citizenship roles. 
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Tom Whisinnand ’03 donated part of his prize money to 
Wayne State College after winning a national teacher award. 
Whisinnand, right, presented Dr. Nicholas Shudak, dean of 
the School of Education and Counseling, with his donation. 
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Alumni Visit Prague and Budapest 
The Wayne State Foundation hosted a WSC Alumni and 
Friends Tour of Budapest, Hungary, and the Czech Republic 
on Oct. 8-20. The trip included tours of stunning castles and 
cathedrals, wine tastings at local wineries, savory Czech 
and Hungarian cuisine, music concerts, breathtaking views, 
and more. The tour began with a two-day tour of Budapest. 
On their way to the Czech Republic, they visited Bratislava, 
Slovakia. In the Czech Republic, the group discovered the 
charm of many small towns, including Znojmo, Telč, Český 
Krumlov, Kutná Hora, and others. They concluded their 
journey with a two-day stay in the beautiful city of Prague. 

Attendees on the trip included: (front row, left to right) Mary 
Kingery, Treva Bassett ‘83, Judy Boelts ‘72, Jan Kensler ‘69, 
Sandi Sandquist, and Deb Lundahl (Director of Major Gifts); 
(back row, left to right) Dan Janik (tour guide), Chris Kingery, 
Jean Karlen, Jerry Karlen, Vic Kensler ‘71, Diane Soukup 
‘71, Don Soukup ‘71, Laura Robinett ’13 (Director of Alumni 
Relations), Karen Kelton ‘70, and Phil Kelton. 

The Wayne State Foundation and Lisa ‘90 and Ryan Albers 
hosted a Des Moines Alumni Reunion on Thursday, Nov. 21, at the 
Albers home in Waukee, Iowa. Alumni, friends, and Foundation 
staff enjoyed food and drinks, networking with other alumni, and 
hearing campus updates from President Marysz Rames. 

Attendees included: Lisa ‘90 and Ryan Albers; Kevin ‘71, MSE ’76, 
and Diane ‘73 Brummer; Jerry ‘74 and Diane Carlson; Billie Davie 
MSE ‘12, MSOM ‘17; Tom Finley ‘79, MSE ‘06; Glenda Gallisath 
’84; Janice Hoefs ‘82, MSE ’88, and BJ Jennisch; Troy ‘97, MSE 
’98, and Kari Jepsen; Galen ‘69, MSE ’70, and Pam Johnson; Dan 
Jones ‘75; Jim ‘71 and Karen Sievers; along with Wayne State 
College representatives Kevin Armstrong ‘99, MBA ‘15; Megan 
Finn; Laura Robinett ’13; and President Marysz Rames. 

Des Moines Alumni Reunion 

Estate Planning 
Have you ever thought about adding the Wayne State Foundation to your will? Here are a few simple 
bequest samples to help get your estate plan started. Feel free to share this information with your 
professional advisor the next time you update your estate plan. 

THE UNRESTRICTED GIFT 
I give to the Wayne State Foundation, a non-proft 501(c)(3) corporation, located in Wayne, Nebraska, USA, 
the sum of $______________________ (or _____________% of my estate; or the property described herein) for its 
general purposes. 

Chief Executive Offcer Director of Major Gifts 
402-375-7534 402-375-7209 GIFT FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSE 

kearmst1@wsc.edu delunda1@wsc.edu I give to the Wayne State Foundation, a non-proft 501(c)(3) corporation, located in Wayne, Nebraska, USA, 
the sum of $______________________ (or _____________% of my estate; or the property described herein) to be 
used for _________________________(specify purpose). 

IRA Charitable Rollover Permanently Extended 

The IRA charitable rollover, allowing taxpayers age 70½ or older to make tax-free charitable gifts of up to 
$100,000 per year directly from their Individual Retirement Accounts to eligible charities, including colleges, 
universities, and independent schools, is now a permanent part of the U.S. tax code. 

Megan Finn The IRA charitable rollover, or qualifed charitable distribution (QCD), is a provision allowing qualifed donors 
Director of to use their IRA assets to make donations directly to public charities, including the Wayne State Foundation. 

Athletic Development 
402-375-7543 Please contact your IRA custodian, Kevin Armstrong, Deb Lundahl, Laura Robinett, or Megan Finn for more mefnn1@wsc.edu 

information on how to make an IRA charitable rollover gift or for estate planning. 

Kevin Armstrong Deb Lundahl 

Laura Robinett 
Director of 

Alumni Relations 
402-375-7370 

larobin1@wsc.edu 
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49 After World War II, Lawrence L. Nelson attended Wayne State, 
where he met his wife and was blessed with three kids. He received 
his Master of Science in Education on May 29, 1958, with six other 
students, the frst class to receive an advanced degree from Wayne. He 
turned 93 on Aug. 3. In early August he showed the expanding campus 
to his daughter. He’s enjoying fshing, playing cards, and still cruising 
the college! 1 

31st Annual Wildcat Golf Classic 
The Wayne State Foundation and Omaha Golf Committee 

hosted the 31st Annual Wildcat Golf Classic on June 22 at Eagle 
Hills Golf Course in Papillion. Approximately 100 golfers attended 
to help raise funds for student-athlete scholarships at Wayne State 
College. 

Attendees enjoyed 18 holes of golf, pin prizes, raffle prizes, 
a silent auction, and dinner at the clubhouse. The winning team 
included Dana Janssen, Bruce Thayer, Steve Ferrarini, and Troy 
Mohr. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the tournament, 
donated prizes, and provided hole sponsorships. A special thanks 
goes to NP Dodge Real Estate, this year’s corporate sponsor. 

Save the Date: Saturday, June 20, 2020 –
 32nd Annual Wildcat Golf Classic 

69 Jean M. (Wacker) Mueting and her husband Don celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary Aug. 9. They live in Eagan, Minn. 
Jean is retired from teaching, and Don is working part-time for the 
Metropolitan Council in St. Paul, Minn. 2 

Randy D. Shaw and Sharon M. (Felt) Shaw ’70 celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary Aug. 10. Randy retired from Southeast Missouri 
State University in 2011 as Dean of the College Polytechnic Studies 
and Associate Provost. He worked at WSC for 14 years before moving 
to Cape Girardeau, Mo., in 1988. Sharon retired from Cape Girardeau 
Public Schools in 2008 where she was a kindergarten teacher. She 
taught second grade in her hometown, Wakefeld, for 12 years before 
they moved to Cape Girardeau. They have two children, Ryan (living in 
Kansas City) and Lisa (living in St. Louis), and four grandchildren. 

76 Craig A. Hellewege and Jean M. (Lambrecht) Hellewege ’77 
both retired in May and sold their home to travel full-time in their  
motor home. 3 

90 Wade J. Lanphear retired July 26 from a 29-year law 
enforcement career. He was with the Olathe Kansas Police 
Department for 27 years, retiring at the rank of major. Lanphear plans 
to travel for several months and then begin his next chapter, which is 
still to be determined. 4 

93 DaVarryl Williamson trains Wynn, a 147-pound welterweight juju 
boxing prize fghter. Williamson’s TOS Boxing Gym is in Denver. 5 

99 Jessica Korth received the 2019 Alice Buffett Outstanding 
Teacher Award. 6 

05 Andrea J. (Kropf) Petersen, MSE ‘08, of Norfolk married Andy 
Petersen of Tilden on Aug. 18, 2018. Andrea is employed as a skills 
training specialist at Employment Works in Norfolk. Andy is a veteran 
of the United States Army and served in Operation Iraqi Freedom in 
2005. He is employed at GreenFiber outside of Norfolk. The couple 
resides in Norfolk. 7 

6 7 
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8 9 10 11 12 

07 Jim D. Walla married Sara Olson on May 25 in Omaha. They 
spent their honeymoon touring Italy. Walla is currently working as a 
chemist at Evonik Industries in Blair. 8 

09 Brian J. Chapman and Lindsey K. (Grim) Chapman ’10 were 
married July 28, 2018. They had their frst baby Aug. 6, welcomed 
home by sister Olivia (12). 9 

10 After working for J.C. Penney for 35 years, Ronald Fazio 
retired in 2007. He always regretted not graduating, so he contacted 
local colleges and universities hoping to fnd one that would accept 
his classes and transcripts from Wayne. No luck. In the spring of 
2010, a fraternity buddy persuaded him to contact President Curt 
Frye at Wayne State. He called, sent him his transcripts, and asked 
if together they could fnd classes that would allow him to graduate. 
They did, and through eCampus Fazio took two senior classes and 
a graduate class, earning all A’s. On Dec. 10, 2010, Fazio walked 
across the stage and received his diploma. His wife, brother, and 
fraternity buddy from Omaha were there, too. He said he will always 
be grateful for the opportunity Wayne State College and President 
Frye gave him. 10 

16 Mary “Katie” Hoskins is in the United States Air Force and is 
currently stationed at Misawa Air Base, Japan. She is a member of 
the 35th Security Forces Squadron. Prior to her time in Japan, she 
was stationed at Osan Air Base, South Korea. 11 

WHAT’S NEW WITH YOU? 
TELL US! 

Did you recently get married? Have a baby? 
Relocate? Get promoted? Retire? 

We’d love to hear about it! 

Visit www.wsc.edu/alumni to share what’s happening 
in your life! Click on “Submit Class Notes” to share 
photos and news about weddings, babies, or other 
special events. Click on “Update Your Information” 

to notify us of changes in your name or address. 

17On March 12, 2019, Nicole T. Schultz and husband Chris Schultz 
welcomed a healthy baby girl, Celestia Nicole Schultz, 7 pounds, 2 
ounces, and 19 inches long. This is their second child. Her big brother 
Destin is 6 and started frst grade in the fall of 2019. They reside 
in Stanton. Schultz has since gained the position as a compliance 
specialist at Retirement Plan Consultants in Norfolk. 12 

2020 Upcoming Events 
March 4 – WSC Black and Gold Performing Arts Series 

presents “Le Cirque Esprit” at 7:30 p.m. in Ramsey Theatre 
March 9-13 – Mid-Term Break 

March 31 – WSC Black and Gold Performing Arts Series 
presents Ruth Carter 

April 13 – Spring Break 
April 28-May 4 – Study Week 

May 5-8 – Finals Week 
May 9 – Commencement 

June 5 – Catbacker Golf Tournament in Wayne 
June 20 – 32nd Annual WSC Wildcat Golf Classic in Papillion 

Help us stay connected with our alumni. 

Laura Robinett 
Director of Alumni Relations 

402-375-7370 
larobin1@wsc.edu 
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Wayne State College Alumni Social Media Links 
Facebook: Wayne State College Alumni 
Twitter: @AlumniWSC 
Instagram: @wscalumni (Wayne State College Alumni) 
LinkedIn: Wayne State Foundation 

Wayne State College GOLD Club Social Media Links 
Facebook: Wayne State College GOLD Club 
Twitter: @WSCGOLD 

26 www.wsc.edu 
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IN MEMORY OF 
Ivy M. (Hesemann) Junck ’41, 97, Wayne; Aug. 26. 
Dorothy I. (Kinney) Currie ’43, 98, Norfolk; Aug. 22. 
George R. Currie ’43, 96, Neligh; Sept. 17. 
Janet (Judd) Magwire ’43, 95, Granby, Colo.; Feb. 22. 
Evelyn “Pat” M. (Patrick) Eby ’45, 96, Woodbine, Iowa; June 11. 
Wilma L. (Albrektson) Eckert ’46, 91, Laurel; Oct. 9. 
Phyllis L. (Urwiler) Campbell ’47, 92, Laurel; Oct. 5. 
Faye E. (Beckman) Mann ’47, 89, Wayne; June 20. 
Virginia A. (Harms) Schroeder ’47, 93, Fremont; Oct. 3. 
Angela L. (Frey) Peterson ’48, 90, Lancaster, S.C.; Sept. 16, 2018. 
Shirley L. (Sage) Sawatzke ’48, 93, Yankton, S.D.; Nov. 8. 
Elinor A. (Volk) Messerschmidt ’49, 99, Lexington; June 28. 
B. Duane “Bud” Miller ’49, 94, Virginia Beach, Va.; June 12. 
Lucy A. (Ketter) Holdorf ’50, 88, Yankton, S.D.; June 18. 
JoAnn (Truby) Owens ’50, 87, Carroll; Sept. 16. 
Martha M. (Lamplot) Abendroth ’52, 89, Bancroft; Oct. 17. 
Richard “Francis” S. Schmitz ’53, 89, Osmond; July 25. 
Lois E. (Greenwall) Larson ’54, 91, Lincoln; Aug. 22. 
Geraldine “Gerry” M. (Drea) Volk Meylor ’54, 82, Oto, Iowa; 

March 13. 
Donald E. Kellogg ’55, 90, Norfolk; June 13. 
Larry D. Redinbaugh, 90, Lincoln; Sept. 9. 
Patricia A. (McCoy) Kropp ’56, 85, Omaha; Aug. 21. 
L. Donovan Schuler ’56, 91, Ashland; Sept. 11. 
Donald E. Southwick ’56, 90, Onawa, Iowa; July 21. 
Pearl A. (Hinken) Voss ’56, 83, Sioux City, Iowa; July 21. 
Neil J. Gioiello ’57, 89, Niles, Ohio; Oct. 16, 2018. 
Leone R. (Welte) Morgan ’58, 105, Mapleton, Iowa; Dec. 22, 2016. 
Leon M. Stone ’58, 89, Brighton, Colo.; Sept. 21. 
Edward P. Wiedenfeld ’58, 85, Onawa, Iowa; Aug. 5. 
Doris A. (Leiding) Kuester ’59, 79, Stanton; Oct. 20. 
Dean R. Soulliere ’59, 83, Columbus; July 28. 
Terry L. Roumph ’60, 78, Fremont; Oct. 1. 
Daniel E. Beckwith ’61, 83, Huron; Feb. 16. 
Jack W. Cook ’61, 77, Stratford, Iowa; July 23. 
Sarah A. (Cain) Prazak ’62, 79, Bella Vista, Ark.; Oct. 21. 
Larry G. Coney ’63, 78, Onawa, Iowa; Sept. 29. 
Mildred P. (Hingst) Brownell ’64, 95, Wakefeld; June 23, 2018. 
Margaret A. (Ramspott) Roling ’64, 74, Kingsley, Iowa; Oct. 13. 
Gloria A. (Bohlmann) Stigge ’65, 90, Iowa City, Iowa; June 28. 
Marguerite K. McGowan ’66, 84, Jackson; Oct. 2. 
Susan J. Raduenz ’66, 73, Fremont; Oct. 15. 
Danny R. Boeshart ’67, 77, South Sioux City; July 1. 
Frank G. Teach ’67, 74, Wayne; Aug. 31 - During his 41-year career 

at WSC, Teach was a faculty member and served as assistant 
athletic director, but spent most of his time as director of Student 
Activities, Intramurals, and the Student Center. 

Norma J. (Larsen) Holzberger ’68, 84, Gordon; July 16. 
August G. Volk ’68, 76, Plainview; July 9. 
Beverly J. (Jewell) Bayne ’69, 83, Meadow Grove; June 19. 
Luanne V. (Carson) Eberly ’69, 85, Orlando; May 30. 
Thomas A. Mischke ’69, 72, Norfolk; Oct. 25. 
William L. Jochum ’69, 76, Phoenix; Sept. 7. 
LaVera M. (Cram) McCallum ’69, Lincoln; 2017. 
Larry L. Behnke ’70, 77, Norfolk; Oct. 3. 
Michael R. Christensen ’70, 71, Council Bluffs, Iowa; July 19. 

Shirley M. (Fahrenholz) Peters ’72, 82, Pender; Aug. 8. 
Mike A. Cromer ’74, 68, Pasadena, Calif.; July 3. 
Gordon L. Licht ’74, 72, Lincoln; Sept. 1. 
Mary J. Molle ’75, 66, Grand Island; June 9. 
James E. Westpfahl ’75, 70, Sergeant Bluff, Iowa; May 15. 
Sandra “Sandy” K. (Jones) Driskell ’77, 66, Wakefeld; Sept. 21. 
Linda M. Rasmussen ’77, 64, Elba; July 11. 
Cheryl L. (Sheary) Lanik ’78, 58, Wahoo; July 22. 
Sandra S. (Buckles) Large ’78, 61, Hays Center; July 19. 
Joyce A. Funk ’79, 61, Norfolk; Feb. 16, 2018. 
Ellen M. (Raabe) Von Seggern ’79, 61, Wisner; Aug. 15. 
Steven E. Wichman ’84, 53, Central City; Sept. 22. 
Shirley L. (Guy) Jensen, ’85, 82, Randolph; Aug. 30. 
Lyle K. Hardesty ’86, 77, Snyder; June 21. 
CoraLynn R. (Fosler) Malmberg MSE ’87, 65, Milford; July 4. 
Marilyn J. (Hohenstein) Weiler ’95, 68, Oveido, Fla.; July 8. 
Lisa J. (Gustafson) Groth ’97, 43, Monroe; Oct. 25. 
Allen “Al” H. James ’97, 55, Wakefeld; July 31. 
Jeffrey “Jeff” L. Konkoleski ’04, 43, Carroll; Aug. 8. 
Trent A. Kyncl ’05, 38, Madison; June 16. 
Kevin K. Keifer ’15, 55, Randolph; June 23. 

FRIENDS WE WILL MISS 
Marilyn J. (Coney) Ahrens, 89, Davenport; Aug. 18. 
Catherine C. (Sauser) Anderson, 88, Lyons; Oct. 25. 
Helen J. (Kelly) Anderson, 88, Lincoln; Feb. 11. 
Barbara S. (Carlson) Butler, 62, Sioux City, Iowa; Sept. 2, 2017. 
Ellen J. (Vonasek) Dufek, 101, Verdigre; June 26. 
Thelma A. (Bumann) Jessen, 91, Bloomfeld; Oct. 23. 
Lester Mann, 65, Wayne; Dec. 26. Mann taught journalism courses at 

Wayne State College. He also served as publisher and part owner 
of The Wayne Herald, and vice president and general manager of 
the Norfolk Daily News. 

Judy C. (Hightree) Morrison, 76, Decatur; July 24. 
Marjoury “Marge” (Hadan) Purdy, 95, Grand Island; Aug. 8. 
Wesley D. Schlote, 69, Norfolk; Oct. 26. 
Arlin “Jewell” Schock, 88, Arvada, Colo.; Nov. 16. Schock was a 

31-year faculty member at Wayne State College and founded 
the A. Jewell Schock Museum of Natural History located in the 
Carhart Science Building. 

Gordon W. Shupe II, 70, Lincoln; June 24. 
Genevieve C. (Dorr) White, 92, Madison; Oct. 31. 

Sign Up to Receive the E-Newsletter 
The Wayne State Foundation and Alumni Offce emails monthly 
newsletters to keep you informed about upcoming events, 
school news, project updates, alumni stories, and much more. 
We hope you are enjoying our e-newsletter, and we welcome 
ideas and submissions if you would like to share. 

Not receiving the e-newsletter? We don’t want you to miss out! 
Contact Laura Robinett, Director of Alumni Relations, to share 
your email address for our emailing list at 402-375-7370 
or larobin1@wsc.edu 
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Earn Your Graduate Degree 
at Wayne State College 
Your undergraduate degree from WSC contributed to your success. 
Now it’s time to further your success with a master’s degree from 
your alma mater. We offer a variety of graduate degrees, with many 
chances to take courses online. Our programs are convenient and 
affordable, and recognized for their quality and value. 

NEW Options in the MBA and 
MSOM Graduate Programs 

Master of Business Administration (MBA) 
Public Accounting Focus 

Master of Science in Organizational Management (MSOM) 
Criminal Justice Administration and Management 
Public Relations Management 

The MBA and MSOM programs are both fully online. 
Visit www.wsc.edu/graduate to explore all graduate 
programs at Wayne State College. 

www.wsc.edu/graduate
www.wsc.edu
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	inter greetings from Wayne State College! As I look back at the past calendar year, I am filled with pride in the tremendous strides made by the College in strengthening our learning environment. Our faculty, staff, and students consistently work together to develop the solid backbone of Nebraska’s workforce. And you, our alumni, put into practice the great education you receive here to serve as the business leaders, teachers, health care providers, entrepreneurs, artists, journalists, law enforcement offic
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	While Wayne State has a footprint across the state in cities large and small, this issue of the Wayne State magazine for alumni and friends pays tribute to the many ways the College serves rural Nebraska. The most recent news regarding service to our region came in November as the College announced with its partner, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the creation of a pathway to an agriculture degree at Wayne State. Students who complete the new dual-degree program will receive two bachelor’s degrees: an appli
	As the College noted in the news release about the partnership, program candidates will begin their education with coursework at WSC, then finish the degree with UNL while remaining, if they desire, in Northeast Nebraska to complete the final year online or in a laboratory setting. With these degrees, graduates will be prepared for careers in everything from animals to plants, soil to climate, business to mechanization, to leadership and food. Students will take 90 credit hours (includes 30 hours of general
	Wayne State also has been working closely with the Aksarben Foundation and Mike Flood, former speaker of the Nebraska Legislature and owner of News Channel Nebraska, on a plan to radically reshape downtown Norfolk in order to attract and retain young workers (20 to 34 years old) to build a community of young professionals to increase high-wage jobs and keep young people in the state’s workforce. Flood is engaged with a team of partners that includes the city of Norfolk, local and regional business owners, c
	Wayne State’s most direct role will be to institute and manage a cooperative work experience, which is a structured learning model that provides academic credit for traditional classes and practical, outcome-based work experience. The program will recruit qualified high school seniors into a Cooperative Education Program focused on Information Technology, Computer Science, Communications, and Business     career pathways. 
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	 I am filled with pride in the tremendous strides made by the College in strengthening our learning environment. Our faculty, staff, and students consistently work together to develop the solid backbone of Nebraska’s workforce. And you, our alumni, put into practice the great education you receive here to serve as the business leaders, teachers, health care providers, entrepreneurs, artists, journalists, law enforcement officers, mental health practitioners, social workers, lawyers, and researchers at the v
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	Committed to Rural Nebraska Wayne State Tailors Academics to Fulfill Needs of Rural Communities 
	ocated in the heart of Northeast Nebraska, Wayne State College has long had strong ties to the state’s rural life. Rural communities make up a majority of Nebraska; they are the lifeblood of the state. With its own location in a small town, Wayne State is a college of choice for many Nebraska students from rural areas. Many students also choose to live and work in these rural areas after graduation. WSC offers specific rural-focused programs in agriculture, health, and law fields, as covered in this article
	L

	Agriculture 
	Agriculture 
	A variety of undergraduate degrees are beneficial to careers in agriculture, such as biology, chemistry, business, and even communication, like the agriculture leadership and communication program created in 2018. Wayne State has recently added new programs and begun partnerships that involve students even more closely in the field of agriculture. 
	Wayne State has partnered with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to offer students an innovative pathway to an agriculture and natural resources degree. Students who complete the new dual degree program will receive two bachelor’s degrees: an applied science degree (concentration in agriculture and natural resources) from UNL and a life sciences degree (concentration in biology) from WSC. Students will begin their education with coursework at WSC, then finish the degree with UNL while remaining, if they de
	A second partnership with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln College of Engineering includes agricultural engineering. In this field, engineers study machine components and equipment, test agricultural machinery to ensure safety and performance, and provide leadership on water and environmental concerns. 
	With these partnerships, students will get to take advantage of the nearby Haskell Ag Lab, UNL’s extension office just 13 miles up the road from Wayne. 
	4 
	4 
	www.wsc.edu 


	“I think my degree will drastically help with the financial side of farming – helping know exactly what everything is and how to maximize my profits.” 
	Cade Kalkowski 
	There are biology-based paths to careers in agriculture, but there’s also the business side. Cade Kalkowski of Niobrara is a business major with an agribusiness concentration and is the fourth generation to work on the Kalkowski family farm. He plans to graduate in May 2021.
	 “I chose Wayne State because I felt it had similar values as compared to where I came from, and I went with agribusiness because I come from a farming and ranching background,” said Kalkowski. 
	The Kalkowskis raise corn, soybeans, prairie hay, and alfalfa hay, and also have 200 head of cow-calf pairs.  
	“I think my degree will drastically help with the financial side of farming – helping know exactly what everything is and how to maximize my profits. One thing I have acquired is an ability to precisely plan my day step to step, helping work at maximum efficiency.” 
	Kalkowski says his options are open for his future but that  someday he would love to go back and take over the farm from his dad. 
	Combining business degrees with agriculture careers has already proved to be a perfect match for WSC alumni. 
	Tim Benes ’11 of Weston grew up on a farm near Valparaiso and was operating farm machinery well before he had a driver’s license. He currently works on the family-owned-and-operated farm with his dad, uncles, and cousins, growing corn and soybeans, selling farm chemicals and equipment, and raising chickens for Costco. 
	“While my plan all along was to continue to work on the family farm after college, the combination of hands-on experience and my education from WSC helped provide and shape the skills I needed for the current role I have in the farming operation,” says Benes, who holds a degree in business management. “The small class size and rural environment at Wayne made it the perfect location for offering agrelated courses. Students have the ability to continue their education in areas that provide for career opportun
	-

	“The small class size and rural environment at Wayne made 
	it the perfect location for offering ag-related courses.” 
	Tim Benes ‘11 


	About Our Students: 
	About Our Students: 
	85% 
	71% 
	of our students from Nebraska are from rural areas (based on Fall 2019 numbers) 
	2,233 out of 2,620 are rural Nebraska students 
	WHERE in Nebraska are our rural students coming from? 
	(top 3 cities based on Fall 2019 numbers) 
	WHAT are they studying? 
	(top 3 majors based on Fall 2019) 
	of total student body are from rural Nebraska (based on Fall 2019 numbers) 
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	2. 
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	2. 
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	3. 
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	WHERE do they go after graduation? (based on Fall 2012 cohort) 
	Of the surveyed rural Nebraska students that graduated by 2017-18: 
	88% 
	51% 
	remained in Nebraska remained in rural Nebraska (167/190 surveyed) (96/190 surveyed) 
	*”Rural Nebraska students” is defined in the same way as RHOP and RLOP. 
	Nebraska students are considered from rural areas (versus metro areas) unless they are residents of Bellevue, Boys Town, Chalco, Elkhorn, LaVista, Lincoln, Offutt Air Force Base, Omaha, Papillion, or Ralston. 
	Tim ’11, Morgan ’12, and Jacquelyn Benes 
	Tim ’11, Morgan ’12, and Jacquelyn Benes 
	Tim ’11, Morgan ’12, and Jacquelyn Benes 
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	Though not quite in Nebraska, Alan Movall ’00 is another good example of how a WSC degree complements a career in agriculture, tying his education to his farming career in western Iowa. 
	“Coming from a rural community, I always knew I wanted to be involved in agriculture,” says Movall of Schaller, Iowa. “I attended Wayne State and majored in accounting. After graduation, I worked for 10 years in the grain merchandising business, using my business degree and adding the knowledge I needed from the ag sector. Now I operate my own farming operation. The tools I gained at Wayne State add value to my operation today. From budgets to cost analysis, I use my degree every day to operate my own farmi
	In addition to providing career pathways, Wayne State joined six schools in October in signing the Northeast Nebraska Agriculture and Natural Resources Education Compact to support agriculture and natural resources management in the state. The schools included WSC, University of Nebraska-Lincoln College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Little Priest Tribal College, Nebraska Indian Community College, Northeast Community College, Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture, and Wayne Community Sc
	“The tools I gained at Wayne State add value to my operation today. From budgets to cost analysis, I use my degree every day to operate my own farming business.” 
	Alan Movall ‘00 
	Alan ’00, Jennifer ’99, Alex, and Grant Movall 
	Figure
	WSC was among seven education partners that signed the Northeast Nebraska Agriculture and Natural Resources Education Compact 
	in October. Seated, from left: Wayne High senior Faith Junck, Wayne Junior-Senior High agriculture teacher Toni Rasmussen, Wayne 
	State College President Marysz Rames, Nebraska Indian Community College President Michael Oltrogge, Little Priest Tribal College Vice President of Academic Affairs Manoj Patil, and Mary Honke, Interim President of Northeast Community College. Standing, from left: Dr. Tammy Evetovich, Dean of the School of Natural and Social Sciences at WSC; Steven Elliott, Vice President for Academic Affairs at WSC; John Blaylock, Executive Vice President at Northeast Community College (NECC); Dr. Kelly Bruns, interim dean 
	Professor Bill Kranz of Haskell Agricultural Laboratory; and Dr. Tiffany Heng-Moss, Dean of the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
	6 
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	“I know coming to Wayne was one of the best choices I have ever made to be successful in undergraduate studies, which will transition into professional school, and then working as a health care professional in the future.”
	 Natalie Gasseling 
	Figure
	“I liked that the RHOP program allowed students from small towns the chance to visit UNMC while in the undergraduate programs. RHOP allowed me to also make many friends from other small communities who were doing the program in medicine, pharmacy, and nursing. In fact, some of my very best friendships to this day came about through the RHOP program.” 
	Maria Michaelis ‘98, M.D., FASA Anesthesiologist and associate professor with the Department of Anesthesiology at UNMC 
	Rural Health Opportunities Program (RHOP) 
	Rural Health Opportunities Program (RHOP) 
	Established and successful for more than 30 years, the Rural 
	Health Opportunities Program (RHOP) at Wayne State College is a 
	special cooperative program between WSC and the University of 
	Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC). 
	Students in RHOP are students from rural Nebraska, dedicated 
	to their home state and passionate about its rural health care needs. 
	With an education steeped in biology and chemistry, and further 
	medical training at UNMC, RHOP prepares students to return to rural 
	Nebraska and care for its citizens. 
	Participants in the program receive guaranteed admission to 
	UNMC, full tuition at Wayne State College, early registration privileges, 
	and special opportunities to visit UNMC during their time at WSC. 
	Natalie Gasseling of Hemingford is a junior in RHOP, studying 
	biology in the pre-physician assistant program. She feels strongly 
	about her future in rural health care. 
	“Upon completion of PA school at UNMC, I hope to return and 
	practice in rural Nebraska,” said Gasseling. “This dream was one of the 
	major reasons I applied for RHOP. I grew up in a rural community, and 
	I want to give back to rural Nebraska. People who live in rural areas 
	may have to drive an hour for a single appointment. Working in a rural 
	area means I could give people health care in their own hometown. 
	Family practice is appealing to me because you get to see something 
	different every day, yet you get to build strong relationships with 
	your patients and the community. I believe building that relationship 
	foundation is a critical step in health care, because a patient will then 
	feel comfortable with you and trust you will give them the best care 
	they deserve.” 
	Gasseling said the professors and classwork, involvement in 
	clubs such as the Wildcat Academy of Leadership and Knowledge 
	(WALK) and the Red Cross Club, and job shadowing opportunities 
	have helped her immensely toward her future career. 
	“The professors know the rigor of professional school, and I trust 
	that Wayne State and the faculty have prepared me for the difficulties 
	PA school entails,” she said. “The small classes and one-on-one 
	opportunities in lab and lecture are one-of-a-kind. 
	“Attending Wayne State has allowed me to obtain over 50 hours 
	of shadowing Gary West, PA-C, here in Wayne. Gary has taught me 
	so many skills that I hope to utilize when I work as a PA. I know 
	coming to Wayne was one of the best choices I have ever made to 
	be successful in undergraduate studies, which will transition into 
	professional school, and then working as a health care professional in 
	the future.” 
	Maria Michaelis ‘98, M.D., FASA, is an anesthesiologist and an 
	associate professor with the Department of Anesthesiology at UNMC. 
	A Wakefield native, Michaelis entered the RHOP program for medicine 
	and now reflects on the benefits she gained through the program. 
	“RHOP streamlined for me the process of getting the right 
	classes and gearing me up for going to medical school,” she says. 
	“The fact that my GPA was monitored closely during undergraduate as 
	part of the requirements for the program helped keep me accountable. 
	I liked that the RHOP program also allowed students from small towns 
	the chance to visit UNMC while in the undergraduate programs. RHOP 
	allowed me to also make many friends from other small communities 
	who were doing the program in medicine, pharmacy, and nursing. In 
	fact, some of my very best friendships to this day came about through 
	the RHOP program. 
	“I think the RHOP program continues to impact students from 
	rural Nebraska because it allows them the chance to get in the door to 
	a career in medicine, pharmacy, physical therapy, or nursing. For many 
	specialties, it is helping to fulfill the needs of medical care in rural 
	Nebraska.” 
	winter 2020 7 
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	Rural Law Opportunities Program (RLOP) 
	Rural Law Opportunities Program (RLOP) 
	The need for attorneys in rural Nebraska is greater than ever. The current shortage requires those who need legal services to drive hundreds of miles for matters such as real estate transactions, wills, business needs, and criminal matters. 
	The Rural Law Opportunities Program began in 2017 and is a special cooperative program between Wayne State College and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln designed to fill the shortage. Similar to RHOP, RLOP recruits and educates students from rural Nebraska to become lawyers who will return to rural communities and practice law. Law students can choose any major for their undergraduate studies. 
	Students selected for RLOP also receive full tuition at WSC. RLOP students with a 3.5 cumulative GPA and an LSAT score of at least 154 will be automatically accepted to the University of Nebraska College of Law unless there are concerns about the applicant’s character and fitness. RLOP students will then be considered for law school scholarships upon admission to the College of Law. After completing law school, students can apply for the loan forgiveness program currently available in Nebraska if they retur
	Senior John Paul Svec of David City entered RLOP in 2017 and will be among the first graduating class of RLOP students in May. He said his interest in law began in high school, taking a civil law class and joining the mock trial team. He did research beyond what was required for class and did an internship with the Butler County Attorney’s office. Svec, who chose criminal justice as his major, then began his college education at Wayne State. He said Drs. Randa Garden and Andria Cooper heavily encouraged him
	“The main reason I want to be a lawyer is because I truly want to help people,” said Svec. “Whether it is a child that is in need of an advocate, a defendant that needs legal representation, or a person needing help drafting a will, I want to help people with their legal issues.” 
	He says after completing law school and passing the bar exam, he would like to practice in Western Nebraska since there is a great need for lawyers in that area. He would like to be a prosecuting or defense attorney with the possibility of having his own private clients on the side dealing with civil law matters. 
	“I believe that my education from Wayne State has prepared me for law school,” Svec said. “All of my classes have greatly increased my critical thinking and problem-solving skills. One of the reasons I 
	“RLOP has allowed me to take special programs to prepare for the LSAT. It has provided me with the best advisors to guide me through the phases of preparing for law school. It has opened up internship opportunities. Most importantly, I have been able to establish a good relationship with the UNL College of Law before even attending.” 
	John Paul Svec 
	chose Wayne was because it is the only college in Nebraska with a set pre-law minor. With this minor, I have taken classes that I believe will give me a head start in some of my classes in law school. RLOP has allowed me to take special programs to prepare for the LSAT. It has provided me with the best advisors to guide me through the phases of preparing for law school. It has opened up internship opportunities. Most importantly, I have been able to establish a good relationship with the UNL College of Law 
	Figure
	Lyle Koenig ’66 of West Point, an attorney at Koenig Law Firm in Beatrice, has had a successful 47-year law career after graduating from WSC and UNL College of Law and knows from being in the field that the program is an excellent set-up to support rural Nebraska. 
	“If country life is going to survive, young people must return to the country to live and work after graduating from college,” he says. “RLOP promotes that objective by awarding scholarships to students, from the country, who promise to return to rural Nebraska after law school to practice law. Everyone, the student, the college, and the state, benefits from this program. The student gets a quality education, the college gets outstanding students to its campus, and the state gets a continuation of rural lif
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	Research Shines Light on Rural Mental Health Needs 
	A recent collaborative effort including political science professor Dr. Joe Blankenau, Ciera Afrank ’16, MSE ’19, and a team of researchers at UNMC Public Health published a report in the Journal of Rural Mental Health entitled “Barriers and Solutions to Providing Mental Health Services in Rural Nebraska.” 
	The research began when Afrank was an undergraduate at WSC. As part of WSC’s relationship with the University of Nebraska Medical Center/College of Public Health, the college received funding through the Rural Futures Institute of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. The principle investigator for the grant from the College of Public Health was Dr. Patrik Johansson. The project began in a senior research seminar where Afrank, who graduated with psychology and sociology degrees and a political science minor, 
	“Growing up in rural Nebraska, I was fascinated by each individual’s unique life story,” said Afrank. “I was introduced to a mental health policy expert through the Behavioral Health Education Center of Nebraska (BHECN), and I realized how I could combine my fields in a purposeful way. I want to help improve lives in rural Nebraska communities, like those of my family, friends, and neighbors, so this project provided an opportunity to address our unique needs.” 
	The conclusions of the project suggest rural Nebraska mental health providers are seeking public health-oriented interventions. Financial barriers were the most significant concern for providers and their clients. Responses also identified the need for facilities focusing on dual diagnosis and severe and persistent mental illnesses. Stigma and prevention were the other priorities. Providers indicated a need for more public health initiatives to normalize discussion of mental health in rural communities. Pro
	“Our rural communities are challenged by high rates of depression, anxiety, suicide, addiction, domestic violence, and so much more,” Afrank points out. “In tightknit towns, social isolation is exceptionally common. Stigma causes those in delicate situations to be ostracized when they need support the most. The narrative around mental health is slowly shifting across the world, and the change is crucial to the well-being of our rural communities.” 
	“I cannot say enough about the hard work and professionalism Ciera brought to the project,” said Blankenau. “These types of research projects play an important role in helping inform advocates for rural mental health and policy makers about the key needs of mental health in rural Nebraska and similar areas across the country.” 
	How To Start A Scholarship 
	How To Start A Scholarship 
	Scholarship dollars are essential to students attending Wayne State College. Scholarships can be tailored to meet the donor’s needs or interests, including the use of estate planning. Listed below are the types of scholarships that can be established with the Wayne State Foundation. 
	ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
	Annual scholarships are awarded each year to students in the full amount that is received from the donor. A minimum $500 contribution is required before the scholarship fund will be awarded. 
	ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS 
	Endowed scholarships provide perpetual awards for Wayne State College students. A minimum $10,000 in contributions is required before the scholarship fund begins to be awarded. The donor may take five years to fully fund the endowment. Endowment funds are invested, and a portion of the earnings are awarded each year. 
	An agreement between the Foundation and donor is developed for each scholarship to determine how the scholarship will be awarded. 
	Contact Kevin Armstrong, Deb Lundahl, Laura Robinett, or Megan Finn for more information on how to start a current scholarship or fund a scholarship through your estate. 
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	Figure
	Kevin Armstrong, CEO of the Wayne State Foundation (left) and Steve Elliott, Vice President for Academic Affairs (right) presented Tim Gesell ’04 with the Alumni Achievement Award at the commencement ceremony Dec. 13. 
	Kevin Armstrong, CEO of the Wayne State Foundation (left) and Steve Elliott, Vice President for Academic Affairs (right) presented Tim Gesell ’04 with the Alumni Achievement Award at the commencement ceremony Dec. 13. 


	For more about winter commencement and a list of the graduates, visit 
	www.wsc.edu/news 

	Winter 2019 Commencement 
	Winter 2019 Commencement 
	Wayne State College held a commencement ceremony for graduate and undergraduate students Dec. 13 in Rice Auditorium. A total of 239 degrees were conferred. Those students receiving their degrees included 168 undergraduates and 71 graduate students of the college’s Master of Science in Education, Master of Organizational Management, Master of Business Administration, and Education Specialist programs. 
	Speakers included Haley Guenther of West Point (invocation), daughter of Allen and Kelli Guenther of West Point; Elley Coffin of Norfolk (first commencement address),  daughter of Randall Coffin of Tulsa, Okla., and Lori Coffin of Norfolk; and Kolbie Foster of Omaha (second commencement address), son of Jimmie Foster 
	of Tulsa, Okla., and Shannon Foster of Owasso, Okla. 
	Elley Coffin  Kolbie Foster  Haley Guenther 


	Tim Gesell ’04 Receives Alumni Achievement Award 
	Tim Gesell ’04 Receives Alumni Achievement Award 
	Tim Gesell ’04 received the Alumni Achievement Award from the Wayne State Foundation during the December commencement ceremony. 
	Gesell was born and raised in South Sioux City. He graduated from South Sioux City High School and earned his Bachelor of Science degree in business administration with concentrations in business management and human resource management from Wayne State College in 2004. Gesell currently lives in Seward with his wife, Michelle (Wiltse) ’03, and their three children, Ryan (9), Rose (6), and Ruby (4).  
	While at Wayne State, Gesell was a member of the men’s basketball team and received Academic All-Conference and team captain honors. Their 1999-00 team has been inducted in the Wayne State College Athletics Hall of Fame. He also was a member of the Blue Key National Honor Society, as vice president and president his last two years.  
	Professionally, Gesell has worked in the manufacturing industry in various leadership roles since graduating from Wayne State. He currently works for Timpte, Inc., in David City as the director of manufacturing. He has a passion for developing people and seeing teams succeed. Timpte recently made a 
	Professionally, Gesell has worked in the manufacturing industry in various leadership roles since graduating from Wayne State. He currently works for Timpte, Inc., in David City as the director of manufacturing. He has a passion for developing people and seeing teams succeed. Timpte recently made a 
	donation to Wayne State’s Center for Applied Technology with Gesell’s support. 

	Gesell also likes to give back to the community. In Seward, he is a member of the St. John Education Board. He is also a member of the Wayne State Foundation Scholarship Campaign Steering Committee. In his hometown, he is an active member of the 
	Gesell also likes to give back to the community. In Seward, he is a member of the St. John Education Board. He is also a member of the Wayne State Foundation Scholarship Campaign Steering Committee. In his hometown, he is an active member of the 
	We Got Next Foundation. This foundation was formed to support less fortunate kids in the Siouxland area through a mission of providing a positive impact through sports and uplifting experiences to motivate them to succeed. 

	Gesell is still active in athletics by playing basketball and coaching youth sports in his community.  
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	A 2018 article co-authored by Dr. Randy Bertolas, professor of geography, and former WSC students Jayme Krejci ’18 and Alix Stanley ’18 has been republished by the International Social Science Review, included in the fourth edition of Laurie Kirszner and Stephen Mandell’s textbook “Practical Arguments” published by Bedford/St. Martin’s. This textbook uses works such as the one published by Bertolas, Krejci, and Stanley as examples of how to craft a strong argument, with questions following about how the aut
	Dr. Alan Bruflat, professor of modern languages, presented a paper, “The Role of Nostalgia in the Early Poetry of Luis García Montero,” at the European Studies Conference in October at the University of Nebraska-Omaha. 
	Dr. Donovan Conley, professor of exercise science, represented Wayne State College at the annual meeting of the American College of Sports Medicine in Orlando held May 28-June 1. At the meeting, WSC was recognized as a bronze level “Exercise is Medicine” campus. This distinguished national award provides recognition that WSC is a college campus leader in promoting the benefits of exercise and physical activity. Dr. Barbara Engebretsen, professor of exercise science, has been instrumental in spearheading thi
	Lee Elliott, professor of human resource management, and colleagues Krista Fritson and Robert Rycek at the University of Nebraska-Kearney published their research, “Using positive psychology in independent living settings to enhance well-being and functioning,” in the International Journal of Humanities and Social Science Review, Vol. 5, February 2019. The significance of this result is that by providing positive psychology coaching to elders in independent living facilities, they may be able to remain ther
	Dr. Mary Elliott, associate professor of fashion merchandising, collaborated with Margie Trembley, couture milliner and owner of Margie Trembley Chapeaux in Omaha, to create a wearable art 
	Dr. Mary Elliott, associate professor of fashion merchandising, collaborated with Margie Trembley, couture milliner and owner of Margie Trembley Chapeaux in Omaha, to create a wearable art 
	piece that focused on a goldwork embroidery design executed by Elliott after attending the Royal School of Needlework in Kentucky. The hat design was inspired by E. Corbould’s 1838 watercolor painting of Queen Victoria. The story of the collaboration has been published as the featured story for the October 2019 edition of HATalk, a millinery e-magazine based in the U.K. The piece, now titled “Racing Gold,” was on display Oct. 30-Nov. 30 at the Springfield Artworks Gallery in Springfield. 2 

	In August, Dr. Barbara Engebretsen, professor of exercise science, completed the 2018-19 Fulbright Global Scholar Award in Ethiopia and Nepal, collaborating on the Hypertension Education And Resourcing Talented Students (HEARTS) Initiative. HEARTS is a program designed to educate, equip, and empower secondary students as partners in screening for hypertension and promote health literacy in the prevention of non-communicable diseases. So far, HEARTS Teams in two schools in Nepal (about 50 students) and three
	While in Nepal, Engebretsen also led a continuing education workshop for the Nepal Physiotherapists Association on Exercise is Medicine and Cardiac Rehabilitation. Engebretsen also worked with associate professor of art Meghan O’Connor’s graphic design class in creating a design for a HEARTS logo and printed t-shirts for trained HEARTS teams in Nepal and Ethiopia. 
	In October, Engebretsen attended the 2019 International Fulbright Association Conference and presented “Tigers, HEARTS, and Summits: Connecting minds for Global Health in Nepal” on a three-person panel, which included fellow Fulbright Scholars Dr. Brook Milligan (New Mexico State University) and Chandni Jaishwal (Emory University). Some of their presentation included research by Dr. Dibesh Karmacharya ‘95. 3 
	Dr. Paul Karr, professor of chemistry, received the Nebraska EPSCoR grant for undergraduate research experience in small colleges and universities. EPSCoR is a National Science Foundation grant established to stimulate competitive research. Karr and WSC undergraduate student Maddie Duffy worked on an EPSCoRsupported research project investigating potential solar collecting/ energy transfer molecular structures over the summer and successfully co-authored the peer-reviewed research paper, “Triplet BODIPY and
	-
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	Photoexcitation” published in ChemPhotoChem [DOI: 10.1002/ 
	cptc.201900189.] [EPSCoR Grant OIA-1557417]. 
	Other peer-reviewed research papers involving the search for solar collecting molecules, chemosensors, and anticancer via photodynamic therapy (PDT) molecules co-authored by professor Karr in 2019 include: “Directly Linked Zinc Phthalocyanine– Perylenediimide Dyads and a Triad for Ultrafast Charge Separation” [Chemistry–A European Journal 25 (43), 10123-10132]; “Sequential, Ultrafast Energy Transfer and Electron Transfer in a Fused Zinc Phthalocyanine-free-base Porphyrin-C60 Supramolecular Triad” [ChemPhysC
	Karr’s research that was presented at the 2019 Dallas meeting of the Electrochemical Society included “Ultrafast Photoinduced Charge Separation in Wide-Band Capturing, Bis-Styryl Bodipy-Fullerene Donor-Acceptor Assemblies.” 
	Dr. Karl Kolbeck, associate professor of music, was invited to perform the following pieces at the following events: “Performance of Four Miniatures for Clarinet and Bass Clarinet” by Howard Buss, in collaboration with Dr. Barry McGinnis of Newberry College, at the International Clarinet Association’s ClarinetFest 2019 in Knoxville, Tenn., held July 24-28; and “Performance of Concerto in F-Major for Bass Clarinet and Piano” composed by Dr. Matthew Haakenson, in collaboration with Dr. Angela Miller-Niles, at
	In September, Kolbeck accepted a position as associate audio 
	reviews editor with the International Clarinet Association. 
	Kolbeck also recorded an album with the Sioux City Rockestra, which was officially released on all digital platforms in October. The album is entitled “Listen to the Music” and features collaborations between musicians from Siouxland and Los Angeles. 
	Dr. Brian Kufner, associate professor of human resource management, published “Introducing students to corporate culture: Finding the right ‘fit,’” in the February 2019 edition of Business Education Forum, 73(3), 35-37. The magazine is a publication of the National Business Education Association. 
	Dr. Michael Marek, professor of communication arts, published two scholarly book chapters in 2019, including “Creating a technology-rich English language learning environment” in the Second Handbook of English Language Teaching, published by Springer, and “Incorporating LINE smartphone app affordances: Cross-cultural collaboration, willingness to communicate, and language learning” in Computer-Assisted Language Learning: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications, published by IGI Global. 
	In November, Marek and Dr. Mike White, professor of mass communication and film advisor, hosted a session on industry-standard pre-production planning at the National Student Electronic Media Conference hosted by College Broadcasters, Inc., in St. Louis. 
	In Spring 2019, Josh Piersanti and Meghan O’Connor, associate professors of art, and freshmen graphic design students restored historical photographs of the City of Wayne for the Wayne Historical Society. 4 
	Dr. Jason Price, associate professor of Earth science, presented an oral paper in September at the Geological Society of America Annual Meeting in Phoenix entitled, “Using Plug-Flow Column Reactor Data to Constrain Calcic Mineral Weathering Rates from Watershed Mass-Balance Methods: Lithogenic Phosphorus Fluxes from Apatite Dissolution into Lacustrine Ecosystems of the Loch Vale Watershed, Colorado, USA.” This presentation reflects ongoing interdisciplinary environmental research in high-elevation Colorado 
	Dr. Gerard Ras, professor of business, presented at the Norfolk Area Human Resource Association in June. The presentation was titled “Creating Value: HR as Strategic Partner in the Capital Budgeting Process.” The presentation emphasized important roles for HR professionals in the process of selecting capital projects for companies. It included the analysis of a real-world scenario to examine roles HR can play in the capital budgeting process. 
	Ras also presented at the Columbus Area Human Resource Association in October at the request of Wayne State alum Jon Rauner ‘08. The presentation was titled “HR as Strategic Partner in Creating Financial Value.” The presentation connected the HR function with the value creation process through organizational strategy and competency modeling. A scenario was examined by participants. As a practical example, Ras presented a solution that was implemented by a multinational corporation as a result of his researc
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	Dr. Leigh Scruggs, assistant professor of education, presented “Teach and Travel Around the World” at the Educators Rising Expo held at Wayne State College for high school students on the path to becoming teachers. The session focused on opportunities for pre-service and in-service educators interested in teaching outside of the U.S. These programs allow participants to share their knowledge with students and colleagues in foreign countries while also earning money to travel the world. The presentation high
	U.S. Peace Corps and working abroad through British Universities North America Club and the Council on International Educational Exchange. 
	Scruggs also presented “Off the Beaten Path: My Journey in Eastern Europe – 2019” sponsored by the President’s Council on Diversity and Multicultural and International Programs at Wayne State College. The presentation provided an overview of the capital cities of 11 Eastern European countries, including travel itineraries and photos to spark interest in learning about other cultures and locations not typically visited by U.S. travelers. 7 
	Scruggs and Drs. Stephanie Applewhite, education instructor, and Johanna Barnes, associate professor of education, co-presented at the 33rd annual Women in Educational Leadership Conference in Lincoln. Their presentation, “Voices of Female First-Generation College Graduates Transitioning from Teaching K-12 to Higher Education Faculty,” examined common themes among their personal experiences in deciding to make the leap, finding the right fit, and factors to consider throughout the process as they moved out 
	Dr. Yasuko Taoka, dean of the School of Arts and Humanities, has been selected as the new editor for Teaching Classical Languages. Teaching Classical Languages (TCL) is the peer-reviewed, online journal dedicated to exploring how we teach (and how we learn) Greek and Latin. TCL is sponsored by the Classical Association of the Middle West and South. 8 
	In April, Dr. Sara Walsh, associate professor of education, traveled to Toronto, Ontario, to present at the American Educational Research Association, the largest national interdisciplinary research association devoted to the scientific study of education and learning. Her presentation, “Co-Teaching Versus Traditional Clinical Practice Models: The Perceived Role of the Cooperating Teacher,” described the results of her research, which identified differences in the perception of the roles of the cooperating 
	In April, Dr. Sara Walsh, associate professor of education, traveled to Toronto, Ontario, to present at the American Educational Research Association, the largest national interdisciplinary research association devoted to the scientific study of education and learning. Her presentation, “Co-Teaching Versus Traditional Clinical Practice Models: The Perceived Role of the Cooperating Teacher,” described the results of her research, which identified differences in the perception of the roles of the cooperating 
	perception influences the teaching and learning processes for both the teacher candidate as well as the PK-12 learners in the classroom. 9 

	In October, Dr. Mike White, professor of mass communication and film advisor, premiered his first full-length feature film, “Ever Fallen,” at the Majestic Theatre in Wayne. The film stars Shelby Hagerdon, Nathan Taubert, and Ryan Shearer, and was written, directed, and produced by White. It is a punk rock take on the classic “Romeo and Juliet.” The film has been chosen as the feature selection of the Sioux City International, Muscatine Independent, and Sandy Dennis film festivals. The film is expected to be
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	From left to right: Tim Bebee, Kirk Gardner, Leslie Bebee, President Marysz Rames, Athletic Director Mike Powicki, and Wayne State Foundation CEO Kevin Armstrong. 
	Gardner Foundation Donates $1.8 Million to WSC for Student Support 
	Gardner Foundation Donates $1.8 Million to WSC for Student Support 
	Wayne State is proud to announce the Gardner Foundation presented the college with a $1.8 million donation, the largest single scholarship gift in the college’s history, at the annual scholarship luncheon hosted by the Wayne State Foundation on Oct. 3 in the Kanter Student Center. 
	The $1.8 million gift includes $300,000 in one-time money for the conversion of the college’s natatorium into an indoor athletic complex, and $1.5 million for scholarships. The athletic scholarship fund will receive $925,000, athletic operations will receive $150,000, and academic scholarships will receive $425,000. 
	The Gardner Foundation has played a role in every fundraising initiative launched by Wayne State College. Gardner Foundation trustees are critical partners in the success of the college and the Wayne State Foundation as the college moves forward to fulfill its mission of excellence in teaching and learning and regional service. 
	“Wayne State has always been near and dear to our family,” said Leslie Bebee of the Gardner Foundation. “We are pleased we can be in a position to provide students with an opportunity to earn an education. Scholarships can make the difference in whether they go to college or not and if they choose Wayne State.” 
	The Gardner Foundation has been instrumental in the building of Gardner Hall and the Center for Applied Technology; the renovation of U.S. Conn Library, Memorial Stadium press box, athletic fields, and weight training facilities, the Campus Commons, Carhart Science Building, Studio Arts Building, and Heritage Plaza; and a host of other projects on the Wayne State campus. In addition to supporting building projects, the Gardner Foundation has provided strong financial support for athletic teams and the Wayne
	“This commitment in support of athletic scholarships and facilities is extremely exciting,” said Mike Powicki, director of Wayne State College athletics. “These scholarship dollars will most definitely help better position our athletic programs within the Northern Sun Conference and NCAA Division II and give our coaches the additional resources needed to be even more competitive. The indoor athletic 
	Wayne State has always been near and dear to our family. We are pleased we can be in a position to provide students with an opportunity to earn an education. Scholarships can make the difference in whether they go to college or not and if they choose Wayne State. 
	Figure

	Figure
	Figure
	Leslie Bebee, Gardner Foundation 
	complex is something we as an institution desperately need for our athletic department, our students, and community partnerships. The Gardner Foundation and family have been vital to the advancement of Wayne State College and success of Wildcat Athletics. We are truly grateful for all they do for us.” 
	Leslie Bebee, Kirk Gardner, and David Gardner lead the Gardner Foundation. Leslie and Kirk have also served in leadership positions with the Wayne State Foundation. Their input through the years has been instrumental in providing the college with the vision that has allowed the college to grow in tune with the evolving needs of students and faculty. 
	“The Gardner Foundation’s gift is profoundly transformational for Wayne State,” said Dr. Marysz Rames, president of Wayne State. “This generous donation will make a tremendous difference in the lives of our students, many of whom would not be able to attend college without financial assistance. Scholarships are an important component of the many gateways of opportunity that change the lives of our students, and I cannot thank Leslie, Kirk, and David enough for their support of Wayne State. This lead gift wi
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	Fall 2019 Senior Gift Challenge 
	Almost 50 Wayne State College seniors who graduated in December met the Senior Gift Challenge by pledging to donate $20.19, or another amount, to the WSC Students Assisting Students Endowed Scholarship, pledging more than $890 total for the semester. 
	The Senior Gift Challenge, which started with the Fall 2018 class, aims to create a culture of giving back to Wayne State College among each graduating senior class by asking students to pledge the amount of their graduation year to the Students Assisting Students Endowed Scholarship. The Senior Gift Challenge will also help complete the funding needed to endow the scholarship. 
	The Senior Gift Committee, made up of students from Student Senate and the Philomathean President’s Honorary Society, helped promote the campaign and encouraged students to participate. Students who pledged to support the scholarship were given a philanthropy medal to wear at commencement, and they were invited to a reception at Johnnie Byrd Brewing Company. 
	Figure
	Employee Campaign 2019 
	Employee Campaign 2019 
	The Wayne State Foundation hosted a celebratory reception Nov. 12 for its WSC Employee Campaign in the Bud & Florence Griffin Alumni House. The Employee Campaign is a fundraising initiative on campus that encourages employees to give back to Wayne State with a friendly competition between faculty, professional staff, and support staff to see which group has the highest participation rate. This year, the professional staff had the highest percentage of giving. Thank you to all WSC employees who give back to 
	Figure
	Wayne State students who pledged their support on the Senior Gift Challenge attended a reception at Johnnie Byrd Brewing Company in Wayne. Front row, left to right: Laura Robinett (Director of Alumni Relations), Lana Chapman 
	(Foundation office assistant), and Ashley VanMeeteren (Senior Gift Challenge 
	committee member). Back row, left to right: Gina Blackman, Hannah VanderPutten, Kaylee Fujan, Tessie Collins, and Jorge Adame (Senior Gift Challenge committee member). 

	Phonathon 2020 Calling Begins Jan. 22 
	Phonathon 2020 Calling Begins Jan. 22 
	Wayne State College students and student managers are excited to begin the Wayne State Foundation’s 2020 Phonathon Campaign! 
	During Phonathon, WSC students contact alumni, friends, and parents to update their information, talk about exciting progress happening at Wayne State, and ask you to consider supporting WSC with a gift. Our students are looking forward to talking with you to hear your stories about Wayne State, and to share their experiences as well. 
	The Foundation’s annual Phonathon campaign begins with a letter to past donors and is sent in November. If you choose to make your annual gift by responding to the letter, you will not receive a Phonathon call. Phonathon calling begins Jan. 22. 
	Thank you for your support each year to Wayne State College through the Phonathon Campaign! 
	2020 Phonathon student managers, from left to right: Miranda Scheerger, Ashleigh Avecilla, and Brandy Langley. Not pictured: Bayley Holloway. 
	Figure
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	Dan McLaughlin Retires as Wildcat Football Coach 
	Dan McLaughlin Retires as Wildcat Football Coach 
	Wayne State College head football coach Dan McLaughlin announced his retirement in November after 15 years on the Wildcat sidelines. 
	McLaughlin leaves Wayne State as the school’s all-time wins leader, posting a 79-88 
	record overall (.473) and 75-77 mark (.493) in NSIC games. Inheriting a struggling program 
	that had nine straight losing seasons when he became head coach in 2005, McLaughlin built 
	Wayne State into a constant winner, producing six straight winning seasons from 2007-12 (a 
	feat never accomplished in 104 years of the program) that included the school’s only NCAA 
	Division II playoff trip in 2008 and a berth in the Mineral Water Bowl in 2007, just the second 
	bowl appearance in school history. 
	McLaughlin had seven winning seasons on the Wildcat sidelines, highlighted by his 2008 
	team that posted a 9-3 record and advanced to the NCAA Division II playoffs for the first time 
	before falling 23-17 at Chadron State. The nine wins that season tied a school record, earning 
	McLaughlin NSIC Coach of the Year and AFCA Division II Region 5 Coach of the Year honors. 
	The 2008 team also earned a share of the NSIC South Division title with an 8-2 league mark 
	and finished the season ranked 22nd in the AFCA Division II Top 25 Coaches Poll. 
	McLaughlin was the second-longest tenured coach in the NSIC (trailing only Tom Sawyer’s 24 years at Winona State) and the longest tenured coach ever at Wayne State 
	“I’ve been fortunate to have a great run 
	College. He coached 10 All-Americans and three Academic All-Americans along with 125 All
	-

	in this profession. Thanks to Wayne Northern Sun Conference selections during his time at Wayne State College. 
	State College for the opportunity and “A few years ago a dear friend of mine retired and I was surprised…and when I asked him why he retired, he simply replied ‘it was time.’ The time is right for my family and me,” said 
	support, especially our athletic director 
	McLaughlin about his retirement. “I’ve been fortunate to have a great run in this profession. 
	Mike Powicki and President Dr. Marysz 
	Thanks to Wayne State College for the opportunity and support, especially our athletic 
	Rames. I would especially like to thank 
	director Mike Powicki and President Dr. Marysz Rames. I would especially like to thank the 
	the men, including my son Scott, who 
	men, including my son Scott, who have worked with me over the years as assistant coaches, 
	have worked with me over the years as and most importantly, the hundreds of young men who chose to attend Wayne State to 
	assistant coaches, and most importantly, further their educations and who allowed me to coach them in this great game we call 
	the hundreds of young men who chose football.” 
	Prior to arriving at Wayne State in 2005, McLaughlin served as offensive coordinator 
	to attend Wayne State to further their 
	at Minnesota State and was a graduate assistant coach at Nebraska under Frank Solich. 
	educations and who allowed me to coach 
	Before moving to the college ranks, McLaughlin was a successful high school coach from the 
	them in this great game we call football.” 
	mid 1980s to 2002 with a 110-59 record in Nebraska, winning state titles at three different schools – Broken Bow in 1987, Norfolk in 1994, and Millard West in 2001. 
	Dan McLaughlin McLaughlin earned his master’s degree from Wayne State College in 1992. He is a native of Sheridan, Mont., and is a 1982 graduate of Bellevue College. John McMenamin, who served as offensive coordinator at Wayne State from 2011 to 2014 and then at Central Missouri for the last five years, has been named the new head football coach of the Wildcats. 
	Figure
	Football 
	Season record: 4-7 overall, 2-5 NSIC South Division (6th place) 
	NSIC All-Academic Team (3.20-3.59 GPA) 

	Ian Ailts, senior Ryan Kennedy, sophomore 
	Honors 
	Corbin Foster, senior Mason Lee, sophomore 
	Corbin Foster, senior Mason Lee, sophomore 
	Kolbie Foster – CoSIDA Academic All-District Super Region 4 First Team, 
	Nicholas Gray, sophomore Jacob Protzman, graduate student 
	CoSIDA Academic All-American Second Team. Foster is first ever 
	Trevor Hudson, senior Isaac Schafbuch, sophomore 
	repeat Academic All-American at WSC (Second Team in 2018). 

	Nicholas Joynt, sophomore Dorien Welch, senior 
	Nicholas Joynt, sophomore Dorien Welch, senior 
	Nicholas Joynt – NSIC Defensive Player of the Week (Oct. 7) 

	Ethan Knudson – NSIC Special Teams Player of the Week (Nov. 11), CoSIDA Academic All-District Super Region 4 First Team, CoSIDA 
	Academic All-American First Team Jacob Protzman – CCA All Super Region 4 Second Team Defensive End 
	NSIC All-NSIC Honors (All-South Division) 
	Tyler Thomsen – First Team Defense Jacob Protzman – First Team Defense Ryan Kennedy – Honorable Mention Offense Ethan Knudson – Honorable Mention Special Teams 
	NSIC All-Academic Team of Excellence 
	(3.60 GPA or higher) 
	Austin Coffman, junior Ethan Knudson, senior Kolbie Foster, senior Alex Thramer, sophomore Conner Paxton, senior 
	Tyler Thomsen 
	Jacob Protzman 
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	Women’s Soccer Volleyball Cross Country
	Season record: 6-9-4 NSIC All-Academic Team of Excellence (3.60 GPA or higher) NSIC record: 6-7-2 (8th place) Madison Burgard, senior Gabi Rosa, sophomore Qualified for the NSIC Tournament Madison Craig, junior Megan Schuster, junior 
	for first time since 2006 Lauren Fleming, senior Rylie Wehner, junior Rachel Grisham, senior Carleigh Wilson, senior
	Honors 
	Sophia Ketchmark, senior Brooke Worrel, sophomore 
	Sophia Ketchmark, senior Brooke Worrel, sophomore 
	Madison Burgard – CoSIDA Academic All-District VII First Team, 
	Megan Phillips, sophomore 

	CoSIDA Academic All-American Second Team Rachel Grisham – CoSIDA Academic All-District VII First Team, CoSIDA Academic All-American Second Team Sophia Ketchmark – CoSIDA Academic All-District VII First Team, CoSIDA Academic All-American Second Team 
	All-NSIC Team 
	Sophia Ketchmark – Second Team Rylie Wehner – Third Team Megan Schuster – Honorable Mention 
	NSIC All-Academic Team (3.20-3.59 GPA) 
	NSIC All-Academic Team (3.20-3.59 GPA) 

	Claire Gay, senior Madison Kemp, sophomore 
	Madison Burgard Rachel Grisham 
	6 – total number of meets NSIC Conference Championship Results (hosted by WSC) Men – 11th place Women – 12th place 
	Top Wildcat Finishers 
	Dylan Kessler, senior (top WSC runner at first four events) Bailey Peckham, junior (top WSC runner at last two events) Jade Rickard, freshman (top WSC runner at last three events) Allie Rosener, sophomore (top WSC runner at first three events) 
	NSIC All-Academic Team of Excellence (3.60 GPA or higher) 
	Brock Hegarty, junior Marin Jetensky, sophomore Nathan Hiemer, junior Kim Johnson, senior Bryce Holcomb, junior Amanda Mote, sophomore Jakob Kemper, sophomore Josephine Peitz, senior Dylan Kessler, senior Allie Rosener, sophomore Nathan Pearson, senior Andrea Torres, sophomore Bailey Peckham, junior 
	NSIC All-Academic Team (3.20-3.59 GPA) 
	NSIC All-Academic Team (3.20-3.59 GPA) 

	Molly McCartney, junior 
	Jade Rickard 
	Season record: 24-7 NSIC record: 14-6 (5th place) Ranked 13th in final regular season AVCA Division II Top 25 Coaches Poll 
	Honors 
	Tarrin Beller – NSIC Defensive Player of the Week (Sept. 16), NSIC Offensive Player of the Week (Oct. 14), AVCA All-Central Region First Team, D2CCA All-Central Region First Team, AVCA All-American Third Team, CCA All-American Honorable Mention 
	All-NSIC Team 
	Tarrin Beller – First Team Jaci Brahmer – Second Team 
	NSIC All-Academic Team of Excellence (3.60 GPA or higher) 
	Morgan Alexander, senior Lauren Jacobsen, sophomore Alyssa Ballenger, junior Haley Kauth, senior Tarrin Beller, senior Maddie Knobbe, junior Jaci Brahmer, junior Katie Stephens, senior Maddie Duffy, junior Jacee Weber, junior 
	NSIC All-Academic Team (3.20-3.59 GPA) 
	NSIC All-Academic Team (3.20-3.59 GPA) 

	Hope Carter, junior 
	Tarrin Beller 
	Sophia Ketchmark 
	Dylan Kessler Bailey Peckham 
	Allie Rosener 
	Jaci Brahmer 




	WSC Homecoming 2019 
	WSC Homecoming 2019 
	Figure
	Alumni Service Award -Terry J. McClain ‘70 received the 2019 Alumni Service Award and was recognized during the Homecoming and Hall of Fame Banquet. McClain is pictured with President Dr. Marysz Rames (left) and Director of Alumni Relations Laura Robinett (right). 
	Alumni Service Award -Terry J. McClain ‘70 received the 2019 Alumni Service Award and was recognized during the Homecoming and Hall of Fame Banquet. McClain is pictured with President Dr. Marysz Rames (left) and Director of Alumni Relations Laura Robinett (right). 


	Figure
	Ley Family -The Ley Family was inducted into the WSC Athletics Hall of Fame on Oct. 5 as a contributor at the Homecoming and Hall of Fame Banquet. From left to right: President Dr. Marysz Rames, David Ley, Kaki Ley, Roy Ley, Josie Ley, Mason Ley, Sandy Brown, Matt Ley, and WSC Athletic Director Mike Powicki. 
	Ley Family -The Ley Family was inducted into the WSC Athletics Hall of Fame on Oct. 5 as a contributor at the Homecoming and Hall of Fame Banquet. From left to right: President Dr. Marysz Rames, David Ley, Kaki Ley, Roy Ley, Josie Ley, Mason Ley, Sandy Brown, Matt Ley, and WSC Athletic Director Mike Powicki. 


	Figure
	Outstanding Alumni Awards Banquet - Four Wayne State alumni were recognized Oct. 4 during the Outstanding Alumni Awards Banquet. From left to right: Dr. Ron Holt ‘89 (School of Natural and Social Sciences), Lisa Allen Fricke ‘73 (School of Education and Counseling), Corinne E. Morris ‘84, MAE ‘93 (School of Arts and Humanities), and JR Rother ‘06 (School of Business and Technology). 
	Figure
	New Trustees -New Wayne State Foundation trustees were recognized at the annual meeting. Front row, left to right: Virginia Larson ‘60, Mardelle Wiseman ‘66, Amy Bowers, and Joseph Wall ‘04. Back row, left to right: Merle Larson ‘59, Jean Mueting ‘69, Don Mueting, Jonathan Pitts ‘06, Emily Jones ‘08, and Dustin Jones ‘07. Unavailable for photo: William Melena, Brian Bowers, Christian Kingery, Mary Kingery, Joel Tremblay ‘01, Chera Tremblay ‘04, Ronald Boner ‘81, Judy Boner, and Stephen Srb ‘72. 
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	Figure
	Homecoming and Hall of Fame Banquet -Three individual athletes and one coach were inducted into the WSC Athletics Hall of Fame on Oct. 5 during the Homecoming and Hall of Fame Banquet. From left to right are: President Dr. Marysz 
	Homecoming and Hall of Fame Banquet -Three individual athletes and one coach were inducted into the WSC Athletics Hall of Fame on Oct. 5 during the Homecoming and Hall of Fame Banquet. From left to right are: President Dr. Marysz 
	Rames, Matt Schneider ‘10 (track and field and cross country), Carly Fehringer ‘14 (track and field), Krista Wood (softball coach), Scott Bidroski ‘07 (baseball), and 
	WSC Athletic Director Mike Powicki. 


	Softball Team -The 2010 Women’s Wildcat Softball Team was inducted into the WSC Athletics Hall of Fame on Oct. 5 during the Homecoming and Hall of Fame Banquet. 
	For more Homecoming news and photos go to . 
	www.wsc.edu/alumni-news
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	Figure
	Honored Class 1959 - Wayne State alumni of the Class of 1959 Honored Class 1969 - Wayne State alumni of the Class of 1969 celebrated their 60th reunion. From left to right: John Wood, Richard celebrated their 50th reunion. From left to right: Ron Liewer, Eldred Friedrichsen, Dennis Hult, Merle Larson, Jerry Hueser, Bill Hagerdon, and Laubsch, Jan (Redinbaugh) Kensler, Dwight Hansen, Ray Novak, Sue Marjorie (Castan) Hagerdon. (Moline) Larson, Terry Larson, and Galen Johnson (Homecoming 
	emcee). 
	Honored Class 1979 - Wayne State alumni of the Class of 1979 celebrated their 40th reunion. Front row, from left to right: Pamela (Oltman) Olson, Regina (Sharon) Mendenhall, Beth (Clay) Farrens, Marilyn (Reinhart) Myrtue, Pam (Yates) Baker, and Dana (Stander) Schwarz. Back row, from left to right: Janet (Niemoth) Drudik, Barbara (West) Schmolt, Sally (Schwede) Shively, Barbara (Tunink) Woodhead, Greg Vander Weil, Andy Myrtue, Tim Garvin, Deb (Kinnison) Whitt, and Kam Reeves. 
	Figure
	Figure
	Greek Reunion - Wayne State alumni involved in a social fraternity or sorority during the 1960s, 70s, or 80s were invited to a Greek Alumni Reunion on Oct. 5 in the Kanter Student Center. Greek organizations represented included Chi Omega, Delta Sigma Pi, Kappa Delta Gamma, Phi Mu, Theta Phi Alpha, Tau Kappa Epsilon, Sigma Tau Gamma, and Beta Sigma Psi. 
	Carhart Alumni Reunion -
	Carhart Alumni Reunion -
	Carhart math and science alumni 
	gathered for an affinity reunion 
	Oct. 4 in the PV Library of the Carhart Science Building. 
	Figure
	Figure
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	Figure
	Figure
	President Marysz Rames, right, and husband Steve appeared in the Homecoming Parade on Oct. 5. 
	Scholarship Luncheon -The Wayne State Foundation hosted a luncheon for scholarship donors and their student recipients in the Kanter Student Center. 
	The Wildcat football team huddled at the beginning of the 
	Homecoming game against Minnesota-Crookston on Oct. 5. 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	The Wayne State Marching Band performed prior to the Willy Wildcat cheered on the Wildcats at the Homecoming football game. Homecoming football game. 
	Figure
	Alumni Employee Appreciation Social -The Wayne State Foundation hosted a WSC Alumni Employee Appreciation Social on Oct. 3 in the Kanter Student Center. All WSC faculty and staff were invited to celebrate our alumni employees with a dessert reception, performance by the WSC Chamber Choir, and a group photo with a signed banner. 
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	Figure
	Michelle (Hendricks) and Tony Miller with their children, Dean and Josephine. 
	Michelle (Hendricks) and Tony Miller with their children, Dean and Josephine. 
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	Tony Miller ’08 Shares Journey in Overcoming Leukemia 
	Tony Miller graduated from Wayne State College in 2008 with a 
	bachelor’s degree in communication and leadership. He met his wife, 
	Michelle (Hendricks), while in Wayne. Tony and Michelle live in Atlantic, 
	Iowa, with two children, Josephine (8) and Dean (6), where he works 
	as a Midwest operational manager for Industrial Fluid Management. 
	Miller was very involved at Wayne State. He played football 
	under Coach Dan McLaughlin and then became the sports director 
	and station manager for 91.9 The Cat. He also announced the WSC 
	football games for KWSC and KTCH after he was done playing. Miller 
	was a member of the Blue Key Honor Society and the Lambda Pi Eta. 
	On Sept. 22, 2018, Miller was diagnosed with both types of acute 
	leukemia, acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) and acute myeloid 
	leukemia (AML). Only 2 percent of people who are diagnosed with 
	leukemia have both. After his diagnosis, he underwent four rounds 
	of intense, weeklong in-patient chemotherapy. He also had a few 
	unscheduled visits to the emergency room and a minor stay in the ICU. 
	After his cancer was put into remission, phase two began. 
	Miller’s next step was a bone marrow transplant, also called 
	a stem cell transplant, which included three more days of intense 
	chemotherapy and three days of full body irradiation, twice a day, to 
	wipe out his current bone marrow. After the chemo and the radiation 
	were done, Miller was given the gift of second life when he received a 
	bone marrow transplant from a donor. After the transplant, he lived at 
	Hope Lodge in Omaha to allow recovery. 
	“These were the hardest days of my treatment, being away 
	from my family and the physical toll it took on my body,” Miller said. 
	“However, as I sit here today, 280 days post-transplant, I am alive, 
	healthy, working, being a dad and husband, and it was all worth it.” 
	Miller is very thankful to the many different people who helped 
	Figure
	him during his journey. However, the one person that Miller does not know yet and wants to thank for the rest of his life is his donor. 
	“I have to wait one year, and my donor has to agree to meet me or give me his contact information,” Miller said. “If he chooses not to, I will never know his identity. However, that doesn't mean I will not continually work to thank him and the organization that saved my life.” 
	The organization, Be the Match, is the national database for bone marrow donors, and for people needing a donor. In a way to give back, Miller works to encourage as many people as possible to register by speaking to different groups, telling about his experience and giving them information about the organization. In August, Miller returned to the WSC campus to share his story with the Wildcat football team and how they can become donors. 
	“If you are between 18 and 30 years old, please consider joining the registry and saving a life or visit  for more information,” Miller said. “If you are past that age range and want to help others in my situation, find your nearest American Cancer Society chapter and help out. Serve a meal at Hope Lodge, participate in Relay for Life, and donate what you can. It's a great day to be a Wildcat!” 
	www.bethematch.org

	For more information about Miller’s story and journey, visit . If you would like to contact Miller about speaking to your group or organization, contact him at . 
	www.caringbridge.org/visit/tonymillerstrong2018
	NoWeakSauceTony@gmail.com

	Visit  for more Wayne State College news! 
	Visit  for more Wayne State College news! 
	www.wsc.edu
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	Sehi & Associates Hires Wayne State College Graduates 
	Sehi & Associates Hires Wayne State College Graduates 
	Sehi & Associates, P.C., in Norfolk was established in 2001 and has a history of hiring Wayne State College graduates, including interns and full-time professionals. They currently employ 13 staff members (four partners, five full-time accountants, one part-time accountant, and three administrative assistants). Of the 10 accountants in their office, nine of them are Wayne State alumni. The firm provides consultation and business advisory service, tax planning and preparation, and accounting services through
	Sehi & Associates is led by two partners, John Sehi and Thomas Jones ‘81, MBA ‘96. Sehi is a 1974 graduate of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln College of Business Administration and has 44 years of experience. Jones is a 1981 graduate of WSC. He graduated with a degree in business finance and a Master of Business Administration in 1996. He has 22 years of experience in the field. 
	CPAs Derrick Blum ‘11 and Tad Pospisil ‘11 are junior partners November 2011. Blomenberg graduated from WSC with a degree in 
	for the firm. Blum graduated from WSC with a degree in business public accounting. She worked for the firm three years as an intern and administration (public accounting). He has been with the firm since joined the staff in June 2015 as a full-time accountant. Risinger, a CPA, 2008 and obtained his CPA certification in April 2015. Pospisil also joined the firm in the fall of 2019 with 12 years of experience in public 
	graduated from WSC with a degree in business administration (public accounting.accounting). He has been with the firm since 2010 and obtained his Recent WSC graduates Kevin Anderson ‘19 and Karina (De La O) CPA certification in April 2015. His wife, Brooke (Wortmann), is a 2013 Dickie ‘19 joined Sehi & Associates in May as staff accountants. Dickie graduate of Wayne State and first grade teacher at Norfolk Public was also an intern for the firm as a student. Schools. Sehi & Associates has three administrati
	Amy Sisson ‘91, Audra Kruse ‘06, Alicia Blomenberg ‘15, and Hopkins ‘70, MSE ‘78, Jean Drake, and Jan Butterfield. Hopkins 
	Katie Risinger ‘02 serve as accountants for Sehi & Associates. Sisson, graduated from WSC with a degree in elementary education and then a CPA, joined the firm in 2017 and has 26 years of experience. Her with a Master of Science in Education. She is a clerical assistant for the husband, Robert, graduated from WSC in 1992 and is the Assistant firm. Drake is a graduate of Northeast Community College and joined Vice President at Battle Creek State Bank. Kruse received a bachelor’s the firm in 2014 as the offic
	in accounting from Wayne State and has been with the firm since firm for the past five years as a part-time clerical assistant. 
	in 1986 and 1998); and cofounder, former 
	Brad Bigelow ’57 Dedicates 
	Figure

	president, and current member of South Central Behavioral Service. He presently and Clients as Psychologist serves on the Buffalo County Mental Health 
	Life to Serving Organizations  

	Board and previously served on the Governor’s 
	Brad Bigelow graduated from Wayne Behavioral Health Oversight Committee. State College in 1957 and earned a master’s His practice covers the entire state in education/clinical psychology in 1958 and of Nebraska. He is one of only a few doctorate in 1964, both from the University psychologists who sees referrals in their of Nebraska-Lincoln. Ever since then, he home. To his knowledge, Bigelow is the has been helping others and changing lives longest practicing clinician in the state, having throughout the st
	Bigelow served as the guidance counselor during his career. He continues to enjoy the at Lincoln Northeast from 1959 to 1960. He rewarding challenge, as well as agency and became the first psychologist for the Nebraska client relationships that he has developed Penal and Correctional Complex in 1960 and serving as a psychological consultant to over the years with no plan to discontinue his served as the chief psychologist until 1968. He Vocational Rehabilitation Services, the courts, practice as long as his
	Bigelow later served as psychologist Platte. He enjoys meeting his student recipients and program director at Kearney Youth Bigelow was the co-founder of the each year and hearing their stories. Bigelow’s Rehabilitation and Treatment Center from Kearney Friends Program (Big Brothers Big wife, Karen, attended Wayne State, graduated 1968 until retirement in 1998. He also created Sisters); co-founder and board member of from UNL, and was an elementary teacher the State of Nebraska Evaluation Program for Campus
	Even after his formal retirement, Juvenile Justice Association (recipient of Kurtz, daughter LeAnn Welsh, and five Bigelow has continued his private practice, the association’s Service to Youth Award grandchildren. 
	Figure
	Front row, left to right: Karina (De La O) Dickie ‘19, Audra Kruse ‘06, 
	Front row, left to right: Karina (De La O) Dickie ‘19, Audra Kruse ‘06, 
	Jeanne Hopkins ‘70, MSE ‘78, Jan Butterfield, and Jean Drake. Back 
	row, left to right: Tad Pospisil ‘11, Thomas Jones ‘81, MBA ‘96, Kevin Anderson ‘19, Derrick Blum ‘11, and John Sehi. Not pictured: Amy Sisson ‘91, Alicia Blomenberg ‘15, and Katie Risinger ‘02. 
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	Tom Whisinnand ’03 Recognized with National Teacher Award 
	Tom Whisinnand, a 2003 graduate of Wayne State College, was nationally recognized last fall when he was named the inaugural winner of the National University Sanford Teacher Award. He was honored during an all-school assembly in September at Reagan Elementary School in Omaha. 
	In November 2018, Whisinnand was named the National University Sanford Teacher Award Winner for the state of Nebraska, which made him a finalist for the national award. 
	“It is a very humbling experience to be singled out for such an amazing honor,” Whisinnand said. “Thousands and thousands of teachers, all across our country, do extraordinary work with students every day.” 
	As the recipient of the national award, Whisinnand received a grand prize of $50,000. From his prize money, Whisinannd made a gift to the School of Education and Counseling as a way to give back to Wayne State College. 
	During his time at WSC, Whisinnand was a multiyear intramural swimming champion and a member of the cross country and track teams. 
	After graduating from Wayne State, Whisinnand was hired by Millard Public Schools and has spent the last 17 years loving his work. He has worked as a fourth and fifth grade teacher and also spent a few years, in the middle of his time in Millard, as a building facilitator. 
	Last year, Whisinnand’s class learned about the Nebraska Legislature by convincing their state legislator, Louanne Linehan, to introduce legislation that would have named corn the official state vegetable of Nebraska. The bill that was created, LB106, received a hearing and several students were able to see, in person, how the legislative process worked. This work was featured on Omaha’s WOWT Channel 6. 
	While the bill never made it out of committee, the students did not give up. They wrote letters and created actual commercials for Gov. Pete Ricketts, asking him to make corn the 
	It is a very humbling 
	Figure

	state grain of Nebraska (based on information that they had received, which shows that most 
	experience to be singled out 
	corn is indeed a grain and not a vegetable). In May, Gov. Ricketts visited Reagan Elementary in Millard and met with students to explain for such an amazing honor.  his decision to not make corn an official state symbol. Thousands and thousands of Whisinnand graduated from the University of Nebraska-Omaha in 2005 with his master’s 
	teachers, all across our country, 
	degree in education, and from Doane College with a master’s degree in educational leadership. 
	do extraordinary work with 
	He is passionate about social emotional learning (SEL), inspiring students to authentically love learning, and inspiring teachers to love, or continue to love, educating students. students every day. 
	Whisinnand currently resides in Omaha with his wife, Kelly, and two children. 
	Figure
	To learn more about the Sanford Teacher Award or to nominate an inspirational teacher, Tom Whisinnand ’03 visit . 
	www.sanfordteacherawards.com


	Where Giving Is Needed Most 
	Where Giving Is Needed Most 
	Where is that at Wayne State College? Where giving is needed most is our Greatest Needs Fund, an unrestricted fund that provides the fuel 
	to run the Wayne State Foundation. The Wayne State Foundation serves as a vehicle for WSC alumni, friends, corporations, and foundations 
	to use when supporting the college.      
	Below are some of the programs and areas where Greatest Needs Funds are used: 
	• Academic scholarships 
	• For more information please contact: 
	Athletic scholarships 

	• Community scholarships 
	Kevin Armstrong - 402-375-7534 
	Kevin Armstrong - 402-375-7534 
	• Magazines, publications, and mailings 
	• Magazines, publications, and mailings 
	Deb Lundahl - 402-375-7209 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	Operating expenses 
	Laura Robinett - 402-375-7370 


	• 
	• 
	President’s executive discretionary accounts Megan Finn - 402-375-7543 

	• 
	• 
	Program statements for capital projects 


	Wayne State Foundation 
	Wayne State Foundation 
	• Building/land purchases 
	1111 Main Street  • Wayne, NE 68787 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	Donor recognition boards 

	• 
	• 
	College support 


	Your gifts to the Greatest Needs Fund allow the president and the college the flexibility and discretion to address unexpected needs as they 
	arise. These funds assist the college and the president in continuing to build on WSC’s reputation as a college of distinction – a dynamic, 
	evolving institution whose mission is to prepare students for responsible leadership and citizenship roles. 
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	Tom Whisinnand ’03 donated part of his prize money to Wayne State College after winning a national teacher award. Whisinnand, right, presented Dr. Nicholas Shudak, dean of the School of Education and Counseling, with his donation. 
	Tom Whisinnand ’03 donated part of his prize money to Wayne State College after winning a national teacher award. Whisinnand, right, presented Dr. Nicholas Shudak, dean of the School of Education and Counseling, with his donation. 
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	Alumni Visit Prague and Budapest 
	The Wayne State Foundation hosted a WSC Alumni and Friends Tour of Budapest, Hungary, and the Czech Republic on Oct. 8-20. The trip included tours of stunning castles and cathedrals, wine tastings at local wineries, savory Czech and Hungarian cuisine, music concerts, breathtaking views, and more. The tour began with a two-day tour of Budapest. On their way to the Czech Republic, they visited Bratislava, Slovakia. In the Czech Republic, the group discovered the charm of many small towns, including Znojmo, Te
	Attendees on the trip included: (front row, left to right) Mary Kingery, Treva Bassett ‘83, Judy Boelts ‘72, Jan Kensler ‘69, Sandi Sandquist, and Deb Lundahl (Director of Major Gifts); (back row, left to right) Dan Janik (tour guide), Chris Kingery, Jean Karlen, Jerry Karlen, Vic Kensler ‘71, Diane Soukup ‘71, Don Soukup ‘71, Laura Robinett ’13 (Director of Alumni Relations), Karen Kelton ‘70, and Phil Kelton. 
	The Wayne State Foundation and Lisa ‘90 and Ryan Albers hosted a Des Moines Alumni Reunion on Thursday, Nov. 21, at the Albers home in Waukee, Iowa. Alumni, friends, and Foundation staff enjoyed food and drinks, networking with other alumni, and hearing campus updates from President Marysz Rames. 
	Attendees included: Lisa ‘90 and Ryan Albers; Kevin ‘71, MSE ’76, and Diane ‘73 Brummer; Jerry ‘74 and Diane Carlson; Billie Davie MSE ‘12, MSOM ‘17; Tom Finley ‘79, MSE ‘06; Glenda Gallisath ’84; Janice Hoefs ‘82, MSE ’88, and BJ Jennisch; Troy ‘97, MSE ’98, and Kari Jepsen; Galen ‘69, MSE ’70, and Pam Johnson; Dan Jones ‘75; Jim ‘71 and Karen Sievers; along with Wayne State College representatives Kevin Armstrong ‘99, MBA ‘15; Megan Finn; Laura Robinett ’13; and President Marysz Rames. 
	Des Moines Alumni Reunion 
	Figure
	Estate Planning 
	Have you ever thought about adding the Wayne State Foundation to your will? Here are a few simple bequest samples to help get your estate plan started. Feel free to share this information with your professional advisor the next time you update your estate plan. 
	THE UNRESTRICTED GIFT 
	I give to the Wayne State Foundation, a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation, located in Wayne, Nebraska, USA, the sum of $______________________ (or _____________% of my estate; or the property described herein) for its general purposes. 
	Chief Executive Officer Director of Major Gifts 402-375-7534 402-375-7209 
	GIFT FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSE 
	kearmst1@wsc.edu 
	kearmst1@wsc.edu 
	delunda1@wsc.edu 

	I give to the Wayne State Foundation, a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation, located in Wayne, Nebraska, USA, the sum of $______________________ (or _____________% of my estate; or the property described herein) to be used for _________________________(specify purpose). 
	IRA Charitable Rollover Permanently Extended 
	The IRA charitable rollover, allowing taxpayers age 70½ or older to make tax-free charitable gifts of up to $100,000 per year directly from their Individual Retirement Accounts to eligible charities, including colleges, universities, and independent schools, is now a permanent part of the U.S. tax code. 
	Megan Finn The IRA charitable rollover, or qualified charitable distribution (QCD), is a provision allowing qualified donors Director of to use their IRA assets to make donations directly to public charities, including the Wayne State Foundation. Athletic Development 402-375-7543 
	Figure

	Please contact your IRA custodian, Kevin Armstrong, Deb Lundahl, Laura Robinett, or Megan Finn for more 
	information on how to make an IRA charitable rollover gift or for estate planning. 
	mefinn1@wsc.edu 

	Kevin Armstrong Deb Lundahl 
	Figure
	Laura Robinett Director of Alumni Relations 402-375-7370 
	Laura Robinett Director of Alumni Relations 402-375-7370 
	larobin1@wsc.edu 
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	1 2 3 4 5 
	After World War II, Lawrence L. Nelson attended Wayne State, where he met his wife and was blessed with three kids. He received his Master of Science in Education on May 29, 1958, with six other students, the first class to receive an advanced degree from Wayne. He turned 93 on Aug. 3. In early August he showed the expanding campus to his daughter. He’s enjoying fishing, playing cards, and still cruising the college! 1 
	49 

	Figure

	31st Annual Wildcat Golf Classic 
	31st Annual Wildcat Golf Classic 
	The Wayne State Foundation and Omaha Golf Committee hosted the 31st Annual Wildcat Golf Classic on June 22 at Eagle Hills Golf Course in Papillion. Approximately 100 golfers attended to help raise funds for student-athlete scholarships at Wayne State College. 
	Attendees enjoyed 18 holes of golf, pin prizes, raffle prizes, a silent auction, and dinner at the clubhouse. The winning team included Dana Janssen, Bruce Thayer, Steve Ferrarini, and Troy Mohr. 
	Thank you to everyone who participated in the tournament, donated prizes, and provided hole sponsorships. A special thanks goes to NP Dodge Real Estate, this year’s corporate sponsor. 
	Save the Date: Saturday, June 20, 2020 – 32nd Annual Wildcat Golf Classic 
	Save the Date: Saturday, June 20, 2020 – 32nd Annual Wildcat Golf Classic 
	 Jean M. (Wacker) Mueting and her husband Don celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary Aug. 9. They live in Eagan, Minn. Jean is retired from teaching, and Don is working part-time for the Metropolitan Council in St. Paul, Minn. 2 
	69

	Randy D. Shaw and Sharon M. (Felt) Shaw ’70 celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary Aug. 10. Randy retired from Southeast Missouri State University in 2011 as Dean of the College Polytechnic Studies and Associate Provost. He worked at WSC for 14 years before moving to Cape Girardeau, Mo., in 1988. Sharon retired from Cape Girardeau Public Schools in 2008 where she was a kindergarten teacher. She taught second grade in her hometown, Wakefield, for 12 years before they moved to Cape Girardeau. They have two
	 Craig A. Hellewege and Jean M. (Lambrecht) Hellewege ’77 
	76

	both retired in May and sold their home to travel full-time in their  motor home. 3 
	 Wade J. Lanphear retired July 26 from a 29-year law enforcement career. He was with the Olathe Kansas Police Department for 27 years, retiring at the rank of major. Lanphear plans to travel for several months and then begin his next chapter, which is still to be determined. 4 
	90

	 DaVarryl Williamson trains Wynn, a 147-pound welterweight juju boxing prize fighter. Williamson’s TOS Boxing Gym is in Denver. 5 
	93

	 Jessica Korth received the 2019 Alice Buffett Outstanding Teacher Award. 6 
	99

	Andrea J. (Kropf) Petersen, MSE ‘08, of Norfolk married Andy Petersen of Tilden on Aug. 18, 2018. Andrea is employed as a skills training specialist at Employment Works in Norfolk. Andy is a veteran of the United States Army and served in Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2005. He is employed at GreenFiber outside of Norfolk. The couple resides in Norfolk. 7 
	05 

	Figure
	6 7 
	WSC Alumni Notes 
	www.wsc.edu/alumni 

	8 9 10 11 12 
	 Jim D. Walla married Sara Olson on May 25 in Omaha. They spent their honeymoon touring Italy. Walla is currently working as a chemist at Evonik Industries in Blair. 8 
	07

	 Brian J. Chapman and Lindsey K. (Grim) Chapman ’10 were married July 28, 2018. They had their first baby Aug. 6, welcomed home by sister Olivia (12). 9 
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	After working for J.C. Penney for 35 years, Ronald Fazio retired in 2007. He always regretted not graduating, so he contacted local colleges and universities hoping to find one that would accept his classes and transcripts from Wayne. No luck. In the spring of 2010, a fraternity buddy persuaded him to contact President Curt Frye at Wayne State. He called, sent him his transcripts, and asked if together they could find classes that would allow him to graduate. They did, and through eCampus Fazio took two sen
	10 

	 Mary “Katie” Hoskins is in the United States Air Force and is currently stationed at Misawa Air Base, Japan. She is a member of the 35th Security Forces Squadron. Prior to her time in Japan, she was stationed at Osan Air Base, South Korea. 11 
	16

	WHAT’S NEW WITH YOU? TELL US! 
	Did you recently get married? Have a baby? Relocate? Get promoted? Retire? We’d love to hear about it! 
	Visit to share what’s happening in your life! Click on “Submit Class Notes” to share photos and news about weddings, babies, or other special events. Click on “Update Your Information” to notify us of changes in your name or address. 
	www.wsc.edu/alumni 

	On March 12, 2019, Nicole T. Schultz and husband Chris Schultz welcomed a healthy baby girl, Celestia Nicole Schultz, 7 pounds, 2 ounces, and 19 inches long. This is their second child. Her big brother Destin is 6 and started first grade in the fall of 2019. They reside in Stanton. Schultz has since gained the position as a compliance specialist at Retirement Plan Consultants in Norfolk. 12 
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	2020 Upcoming Events 
	March 4 – WSC Black and Gold Performing Arts Series presents “Le Cirque Esprit” at 7:30 p.m. in Ramsey Theatre March 9-13 – Mid-Term Break March 31 – WSC Black and Gold Performing Arts Series presents Ruth Carter April 13 – Spring Break April 28-May 4 – Study Week May 5-8 – Finals Week May 9 – Commencement June 5 – Catbacker Golf Tournament in Wayne June 20 – 32nd Annual WSC Wildcat Golf Classic in Papillion 
	Help us stay connected with our alumni. 
	Laura Robinett Director of Alumni Relations 402-375-7370 
	larobin1@wsc.edu 
	larobin1@wsc.edu 

	Figure
	Let’s Connect 
	Wayne State College Alumni Social Media Links 
	Facebook: Wayne State College Alumni Twitter: @AlumniWSC Instagram: @wscalumni (Wayne State College Alumni) LinkedIn: Wayne State Foundation 
	Wayne State College GOLD Club Social Media Links 
	Facebook: Wayne State College GOLD Club Twitter: @WSCGOLD 
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	IN MEMORY OF 
	Ivy M. (Hesemann) Junck ’41, 97, Wayne; Aug. 26. Dorothy I. (Kinney) Currie ’43, 98, Norfolk; Aug. 22. George R. Currie ’43, 96, Neligh; Sept. 17. Janet (Judd) Magwire ’43, 95, Granby, Colo.; Feb. 22. Evelyn “Pat” M. (Patrick) Eby ’45, 96, Woodbine, Iowa; June 11. Wilma L. (Albrektson) Eckert ’46, 91, Laurel; Oct. 9. Phyllis L. (Urwiler) Campbell ’47, 92, Laurel; Oct. 5. Faye E. (Beckman) Mann ’47, 89, Wayne; June 20. Virginia A. (Harms) Schroeder ’47, 93, Fremont; Oct. 3. Angela L. (Frey) Peterson ’48, 90,
	B. Duane “Bud” Miller ’49, 94, Virginia Beach, Va.; June 12. Lucy A. (Ketter) Holdorf ’50, 88, Yankton, S.D.; June 18. JoAnn (Truby) Owens ’50, 87, Carroll; Sept. 16. Martha M. (Lamplot) Abendroth ’52, 89, Bancroft; Oct. 17. Richard “Francis” S. Schmitz ’53, 89, Osmond; July 25. Lois E. (Greenwall) Larson ’54, 91, Lincoln; Aug. 22. Geraldine “Gerry” M. (Drea) Volk Meylor ’54, 82, Oto, Iowa; 
	March 13. Donald E. Kellogg ’55, 90, Norfolk; June 13. Larry D. Redinbaugh, 90, Lincoln; Sept. 9. Patricia A. (McCoy) Kropp ’56, 85, Omaha; Aug. 21. 
	L. Donovan Schuler ’56, 91, Ashland; Sept. 11. Donald E. Southwick ’56, 90, Onawa, Iowa; July 21. Pearl A. (Hinken) Voss ’56, 83, Sioux City, Iowa; July 21. Neil J. Gioiello ’57, 89, Niles, Ohio; Oct. 16, 2018. Leone R. (Welte) Morgan ’58, 105, Mapleton, Iowa; Dec. 22, 2016. Leon M. Stone ’58, 89, Brighton, Colo.; Sept. 21. Edward P. Wiedenfeld ’58, 85, Onawa, Iowa; Aug. 5. Doris A. (Leiding) Kuester ’59, 79, Stanton; Oct. 20. Dean R. Soulliere ’59, 83, Columbus; July 28. Terry L. Roumph ’60, 78, Fremont; O
	at WSC, Teach was a faculty member and served as assistant athletic director, but spent most of his time as director of Student Activities, Intramurals, and the Student Center. 
	Norma J. (Larsen) Holzberger ’68, 84, Gordon; July 16. August G. Volk ’68, 76, Plainview; July 9. Beverly J. (Jewell) Bayne ’69, 83, Meadow Grove; June 19. Luanne V. (Carson) Eberly ’69, 85, Orlando; May 30. Thomas A. Mischke ’69, 72, Norfolk; Oct. 25. William L. Jochum ’69, 76, Phoenix; Sept. 7. LaVera M. (Cram) McCallum ’69, Lincoln; 2017. Larry L. Behnke ’70, 77, Norfolk; Oct. 3. Michael R. Christensen ’70, 71, Council Bluffs, Iowa; July 19. 
	Shirley M. (Fahrenholz) Peters ’72, 82, Pender; Aug. 8. Mike A. Cromer ’74, 68, Pasadena, Calif.; July 3. Gordon L. Licht ’74, 72, Lincoln; Sept. 1. Mary J. Molle ’75, 66, Grand Island; June 9. James E. Westpfahl ’75, 70, Sergeant Bluff, Iowa; May 15. Sandra “Sandy” K. (Jones) Driskell ’77, 66, Wakefield; Sept. 21. Linda M. Rasmussen ’77, 64, Elba; July 11. Cheryl L. (Sheary) Lanik ’78, 58, Wahoo; July 22. Sandra S. (Buckles) Large ’78, 61, Hays Center; July 19. Joyce A. Funk ’79, 61, Norfolk; Feb. 16, 2018
	FRIENDS WE WILL MISS 
	Marilyn J. (Coney) Ahrens, 89, Davenport; Aug. 18. 
	Catherine C. (Sauser) Anderson, 88, Lyons; Oct. 25. 
	Helen J. (Kelly) Anderson, 88, Lincoln; Feb. 11. 
	Barbara S. (Carlson) Butler, 62, Sioux City, Iowa; Sept. 2, 2017. 
	Ellen J. (Vonasek) Dufek, 101, Verdigre; June 26. 
	Thelma A. (Bumann) Jessen, 91, Bloomfield; Oct. 23. 
	Lester Mann, 65, Wayne; Dec. 26. Mann taught journalism courses at Wayne State College. He also served as publisher and part owner of The Wayne Herald, and vice president and general manager of the Norfolk Daily News. 
	Judy C. (Hightree) Morrison, 76, Decatur; July 24. 
	Marjoury “Marge” (Hadan) Purdy, 95, Grand Island; Aug. 8. 
	Wesley D. Schlote, 69, Norfolk; Oct. 26. 
	Arlin “Jewell” Schock, 88, Arvada, Colo.; Nov. 16. Schock was a 31-year faculty member at Wayne State College and founded the A. Jewell Schock Museum of Natural History located in the Carhart Science Building. 
	Gordon W. Shupe II, 70, Lincoln; June 24. Genevieve C. (Dorr) White, 92, Madison; Oct. 31. 
	Sign Up to Receive the E-Newsletter 
	The Wayne State Foundation and Alumni Office emails monthly newsletters to keep you informed about upcoming events, school news, project updates, alumni stories, and much more. We hope you are enjoying our e-newsletter, and we welcome ideas and submissions if you would like to share. 
	Not receiving the e-newsletter? We don’t want you to miss out! Contact Laura Robinett, Director of Alumni Relations, to share your email address for our emailing list at 402-375-7370 or 
	larobin1@wsc.edu 
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	Earn Your Graduate Degree at Wayne State College 
	Your undergraduate degree from WSC contributed to your success. Now it’s time to further your success with a master’s degree from your alma mater. We offer a variety of graduate degrees, with many chances to take courses online. Our programs are convenient and affordable, and recognized for their quality and value. 
	NEW Options in the MBA and MSOM Graduate Programs 
	Master of Business Administration (MBA) 
	Public Accounting Focus 
	Master of Science in Organizational Management (MSOM) 
	Criminal Justice Administration and Management 
	Public Relations Management 
	The MBA and MSOM programs are both fully online. Visit  to explore all graduate programs at Wayne State College. 
	www.wsc.edu/graduate
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