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Education 
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Fields   
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Employment 
Visiting Lecturer, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, 1972-73. 
Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Colorado, Boulder, 1973-75. 
Lecturer, University of California, Santa Barbara, 1976-77. 
Visiting Assistant Professor, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Spring, 1978. 
Assistant Professor to Professor, Wayne State College, Wayne, Nebraska, 1978--. 
 
 
Concurrent Positions 
Visiting Lecturer, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, Summer, 1981. 
John F. Morrison Professor of Military History, U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, 
 KS, 1991-92.  
Co-Director and Professor, Nebraska Semester Abroad Program, Spring, 1994. 
Visiting Professor of Strategy, U.S. Naval War College, Newport, RI, 1995-96.     
 
 
Current Research Interests  
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Books (published or in press): 
The War of 1812:  A Forgotten Conflict.  University of Illinois Press cloth edition, 1989, and paperback edition, 

1990; History Book Club edition, 1989; Book-of-the-Month Club edition, 1990; Recorded Books cassette edition, 
1990; Easton Press Collector’s Edition, 2002.  Bicentennial edition (revised and expanded), University of Illinois 
Press, forthcoming. 

Nebraska Moments:  Glimpses of Nebraska's Past.  University of Nebraska Press cloth edition, 1992, and paperback 
edition, 1996. 

The War of 1812:  A Short History.  University of Illinois Press paperback edition, 1995. 
Citizen Hamilton: The Wit and Wisdom of an American Founder [with Connie D. Clark].  Rowman & Littlefield cloth 

edition, 2005.  
Don’t Give Up the Ship! Myths of the War of 1812.  Robin Brass Studio and University of Illinois Press cloth edition, 

2006, and paperback edition, 2007.   
The War of 1812 in the Chesapeake: A Guide to Historic Sites [with Ralph Eshelman and Scott Sheads].  Johns 

Hopkins University Press, 2010. 
The Rockets’ Red Glare: An Illustrated History of the War of 1812 [with Connie D. Clark].  Johns Hopkins University 

Press, 2011. 
What You Should Know about the War of 1812 (in 200 Questions and Answers), Maryland Historical Society, in  
 press.   
 
 
Books (in progress): 
The War of 1812: Writings from America’s Second War with Great Britain, Library of America. 
1812: How a Little War Shaped a Great Nation, University of Illinois Press. 
 
 
Articles 
"The Prager Affair:  A Study in Wartime Hysteria."  Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society 62 (Summer 1969): 

117-34. 
“The Darker Side of Democracy:  The Baltimore Riots of 1812."  Maryland Historian 7 (Fall 1976): 1-19. 
"Andrew Jackson and the Army Haircut:  Individual Rights vs. Military Discipline."  Tennessee Historical Quarterly  

35 (Winter 1976): 365-75. 
"Writing the History of the Federal Period:  A Survey of Library Resources."  Soundings [University of California 

Library Journal] 9 (June 1977): 42-53. 
"The United States Army vs. Long Hair:  The Trials of Colonel Thomas Butler, 1801-1805."  Pennsylvania Magazine 
 of History and Biography 101 (October 1977): 462-74. 
"New England's Defense Problem and the Genesis of the Hartford Convention."  New England Quarterly 50 

(December 1977): 587-604. 
"A Dissenting Voice:  Matthew Lyon on the Conquest of Canada."  Register of the Kentucky Historical Society 76 

(January 1978): 45-52. 
"Slavery and the Republican Experiment:  A View from Western Virginia in 1806."  West Virginia History 39 

(January-April 1978): 236-40. 
"Federalist Party Unity and the War of 1812."  Journal of American Studies 12 (April 1978): 23-39. 
"The Federalists and the Coming of the War, 1811-1812."  Indiana Magazine of History 75 (March 1979): 70-88. 
"Federalist Defense Policy in the Age of Jefferson, 1801-1812."  Military Affairs 45 (April 1981): 63-70. 
"American Trade Restrictions during the War of 1812."  Journal of American History 68 (December 1981): 517-38.  
"Louis Rodenberg:  Pioneer in Braille Printing" [with Lyle Seymour].  Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society 

75 (Spring 1982): 39-46. 
"America's Response to the Slave Revolt in Haiti, 1791-1806."  Journal of the Early Republic 2 (Winter 1982): 361-

79. 
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"Timothy Pickering and the Haitian Slave Revolt:  A Letter to Thomas Jefferson in 1806."  Essex Institute Historical 
 Collections 120 (July 1984): 149-63. 
"The Monroe-Pinkney Treaty of 1806:  A Reappraisal."  William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd ser., 44 (January 1987): 

65-88. 
"The Trial of Standing Bear."  Constitution 3 (Spring-Summer 1991): 56-63. 
"The Baltimore Riots of 1812."  Constitution 3 (Fall 1991): 35-41. 
"The Farmer's Weekly Museum."  The Conservative Press in Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century America.  Ed. 

Ronald Lora and William Longton.  Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press, 1999: 103-11. 
"The War of 1812:  Still a Forgotten Conflict?"  Journal of Military History 65 (July 2001): 741-69. 
"When Did the War of 1812 Become the War of 1812?"  Journal of the War of 1812 6 (Summer 2001): 5-11. 
"Foreign Wars of the Early Republic, 1798-1815."  The Atlas of American Military History.  Ed. James C. Bradford.  

New York:  Oxford University Press:  2003: 34-41.  
“The War of 1812.”  The American Congress: The Building of Democracy.  Ed. Julian  Zelizer.  Boston:  Houghton 

Mifflin Company, 2004: 93-109. 
“Leading Myths of the War of 1812.”  War of 1812 Magazine 1 (September 2006): online at  
 <http:www.napoleon-series.org/military/Warof1812/2006/Issue4/c_myths.html>. 
“The Top 25 Books on the War of 1812.”  War of 1812 Magazine 2 (September 2007): online at 

<http://www.napoleon-series.org/military/Warof1812/2007/Issue7/c_top25books.html>. 
“The Top 25 Articles on the War of 1812,” War of 1812 Magazine, 3 (May 2008): online at <http://www.napoleon-

series.org/military/Warof1812/2008/Issue9/c_top25articles.html>. 
“The Quasi-War:  America’s First Limited War, 1798-1801,” Northern Mariner 18 (July-October 2008): 67-77. 
 “The Military History of the War of 1812.” National Portrait Gallery. War of 1812 Exhibit (companion volume), 

forthcoming. 
“The Global Context of the War of 1812,” National Park Service website, forthcoming. 
 
 
Short Pieces/Long Reviews 
"What I Learned on the Way to the War of 1812."  OAH Newsletter 19 (May 1991): 8-9. 
"Federalists," "Nebraska," "James Monroe" [with others].  World Book Encyclopedia (various editions). 
"How to Write a Best-Seller."  History at Illinois (Fall 1991-Winter 1992): 14-15. 
"Nebraska's Rich Heritage."  Nebraska Voices:  Telling the Stories of Our State.  Ed. Jim Cihlar.  Lincoln:  Nebraska 

Humanities Council, 1993: 65-68. 
"Federalist Party," "Treaty of Ghent," "War of 1812."  Encyclopedia of the American Presidency.  Ed. Leonard Levy 

and Louis Fisher.  4 vols.  New York:  Simon and Schuster, 1994:  2: 617-18; 4: 1490, 1580-82.  
"Embargo (1807-1809)," "Nebraska," "War Hawks," "War of 1812."  The Encyclopedia of the United States 

Congress.  Ed. Donald C. Bacon et al.  4 vols.  New York:  Simon and Schuster, 1994: 2: 734; 3: 1455; 4: 2095-97. 
"Armistice of 1812," "Battle of Bladensburg," "Battle of Horseshoe Bend," "Battle of New Orleans," "Blockades (by 

England and France)," "Rule of 1756."  James Madison and the American Nation, 1751-1836:  An Encyclopedia.  
Ed. Robert A. Rutland.  New York:  Simon and Schuster, 1994: 17, 41-42, 43, 193, 321-22.  

"Nebraska" [with others].  Microsoft's Encarta Encyclopedia (various editions). 
"Federalist Party," "Hartford Convention," "Restrictive System."  The War of 1812:  An Encyclopedia.  Ed. David S. 

Heidler and Jeanne T. Heidler.  Santa Barbara:  ABC-Clio, 1997: 179-82, 233-34, 520-21. 
"Chesapeake-Leopard Affair," "Hartford Convention," "Impressment," "Monroe-Pinkney Treaty,"  "Orders in 

Council," "Treaty of Ghent," "War Hawks," "War of 1812."  The Encyclopedia of U.S. Foreign Relations.  Ed. 
Bruce W. Jentleson and Gaddis Smith.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 1997. 

"War of 1812."  American Heritage Encyclopedia of American History.  Ed. John Mack Faragher. NY:  Sachem 
Publishing, 1998: 983-85.   

"Stephen Decatur," "Andrew Jackson," "Oliver Hazard Perry."  The Oxford Companion to American Military History.  
Ed. John Whiteclay Chambers II et al.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 2000: 203, 345, 543. 



 

 4 

“Militia Arms.”  Journal of the War of 1812, 7 (Fall-Winter 2003): 31. 
“Canada, Canada, Canada.”  Journal of the War of 1812, 9 (Spring 2005): 13-14.  
“Tecumseh.”  Journal of the War of 1812, 9 (Summer 2005): 25-26. 
“The End of the War of 1812.”   Journal of the War of 1812, 9 (Fall 2005): 22-23. 
“Jean Lafitte.”  Journal of the War of 1812, 9 (Winter 2005-06): 19-20. 
“U.S. Naval Construction Strategy.”  Journal of the War of 1812, 10 (Spring 2006): 17-18. 
“Foreword.”  In the Midst of Alarms: The Untold Story of Women and the War of 1812.  By Dianne Graves.  

Toronto:  Robin Brass Studio, 2007: ix-x. 
“The Origins of Uncle Sam.”  Journal of the War of 1812, 11 (Spring 2008): 6-7. 
“Foreword.”  The War of 1812 in Person: Fifteen Accounts by United States Army Regulars, Volunteers, and 
 Militiamen.  Ed. by John C. Fredriksen.  Jefferson, NC:  McFarland and Company, 2010: 1-2.  
“What Was the British Perspective?” *Review of Jon Latimer, 1812: War with America], Journal of the War of 1812  
 11 (Winter 2009): 7-15  
“The International Context of the War of 1812” *Review of Jeremy Black, The War of 1812 in the Age of Napoleon,  
 War of 1812 Magazine](June 2010): online at 

http://www.napoleon-series.org/military/Warof1812/2010/Issue13/c_Black.html. 
*“The Framework of 1812 Studies”+ *Review of Alan Taylor, The Civil War of 1812], Journal of the Early Republic, 

forthcoming. 
“The War of 1812 after 150 Years” *Review of Philip P. Mason, After Tippecanoe], Michigan Historical Review, 

forthcoming. 
"War of 1812."  Encyclopedia of Violence in the United States.  Ed. Ronald Gottesman.  Charles Scribner's Sons, 

forthcoming. 
“War of 1812,” “Embargo.” Americans at War: Society, Culture, and Homefront. Ed. John P. Resch et al.  Macmillan 

Library Reference, forthcoming.  
“Quasi-War with France,” “Treaty of Ghent.”  Encyclopedia of the New American Nation.  Ed. Paul Finkelman et al. 

Charles Scribner’s Sons, forthcoming. 
“Belligerent Rights at Sea.”  Encyclopedia of the War of 1812. Ed. Spencer Tucker.  ABC-CLIO, forthcoming. 
“Introduction” and “Suggestions for Further Reading,” In Full Glory.  By Ralph Eshelman, forthcoming. 
“Anticipating the Bicentennial: Three Books that Need to Be Written,” War of 1812 Magazine, 16 (September 

2011): online at < http://www.napoleon-series.org/military/Warof1812/2011/Issue16/c_editorial.html>. 
 
 
Book Reviews 
Elbridge Gerry:  Founding Father and Republican Statesman by George Billias.  New-York Historical Society  

Quarterly 62 (January 1978): 76-77. 
The Papers of Alexander Hamilton (Volume 25:  July 1800-April 1802) ed. Harold Syrett et al.  Bulletin of the Society  

for Historians of the Early American Republic 1 (Fall 1979): 13-15. 
The Madisons:  A Biography by Virginia Moore.  Journal of American History 66 (March 1980): 921. 
The Road West:  Saga of the 35th Parallel by Bertha Dodge.  Journal of the West 20 (October 1981): 88. 
The Economy of Colonial America by Edwin Perkins.  Business History Review 55 (Autumn 1981): 426-27. 
The Papers of Alexander Hamilton (Volume 26:  May 1802-October 1804) ed. Harold Syrett et al.  Journal of the  

Early Republic 1 (Fall 1981): 299-300. 
John Adams and the Diplomacy of the American Revolution by James Hutson.  Modern Age 26 (Winter 1982): 82- 

84. 
The Transformation of Virginia, 1740-1790 by Rhys Isaac.  Business History Review 56 (Winter 1982): 590-91. 
War and American Thought:  From the Revolution to the Monroe Doctrine by Reginald C. Stuart.  Canadian Journal  

of History 18 (August 1983): 286-87. 
Works of Fisher Ames ed. W. B. Allen.  William and Mary Quarterly 41 (October 1984): 678-79. 
The Great Frontier:  Freedom and Hierarchy in Modern Times by William H. McNeill.  Journal of the American West  

http://www.napoleon-series.org/military/Warof1812/2010/Issue13/c_Black.html
http://www.napoleon-series.org/military/Warof1812/2011/Issue16/c_editorial.html
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24 (October 1985): 109. 
The Naval War of 1812:  A Documentary History, Vol. 1: 1812 ed. William S. Dudley and Michael J. Crawford.   

Journal of the Early Republic 6 (Summer 1986): 184-85. 
Tecumseh's Last Stand by John Sugden.  Journal of the West 26 (April 1987): 121-22. 
Free Trade and Sailors' Rights: A Bibliography of the War of 1812 by John C. Fredriksen.  Illinois Historical Journal  

80 (Autumn 1987): 202. 
The Forging of the Union, 1781-1789 by Richard B. Morris.  Journal of the Early Republic 8 (Spring 1988): 75-76. 
Officers of the War of 1812 with Portraits and Anecdotes:  The United States Army Left Division Gallery of Honor by  

John C. Fredriksen.  Journal of the Early Republic 10 (Summer 1990): 279-80. 
War on the Great Lakes:  Essays Commemorating the 175th Anniversary of the Battle of Lake Erie ed. by William  

Jeffrey Walsh and David Curtis Skaggs.  Journal of the Early Republic 11 (Fall 1991): 418-19. 
Amateurs, To Arms!  A Military History of the War of 1812 by John R. Elting.  Parameters 22 (Spring 1992): 118-19. 
A Gentlemanly and Honorable Profession:  The Creation of the U.S. Naval Officer Corps, 1794-1815 by Christopher  

McKee.  American Historical Review 97 (April 1992): 612-13. 
The Naval War of 1812:  A Documentary History , Vol. 2: 1813  ed. William S. Dudley et al.  Journal of the Early  

Republic 13 (Spring 1993): 96-97. 
An American Profession of Arms: The Army Officer Corps, 1784-1861 by William B. Skelton.  William and Mary  

Quarterly 51 (January 1994): 176-78. 
Injured Honor:  The Chesapeake-Leopard Affair, June 22, 1807 by Spencer C. Tucker and Frank T. Reuter.  Journal  

of the Early Republic, 17 (Summer 1997): 324-25.       
Roadside History of Nebraska by Candy Moulton.  Nebraska History 79 (Spring 1998): 48-49. 
Filibusters and Expansionists:  Jeffersonian Manifest Destiny, 1800-1821 by Frank L. Owsley, Jr., and Gene A. Smith.   

Indiana Magazine of History, 95 (March 1999): 77-78. 
The U.S. Army in the War of 1812:  An Operational and Command Study by Robert S. Quimby.  Journal of the  

Illinois State Historical Society, 92 (Spring 1999): 78-80. 
A Wampum Denied:  Procter's War of 1812 by Sandy Antal.  Journal of Military History 63 (January 1999): 183-84.  
Republican Empire:  Alexander Hamilton on War and Free Government by Karl-Friedrich Walling.  Journal of  

Military History, 64 (April 2000): 532-33. 
Terror on the Chesapeake by Christopher T. George.  Journal of the War of 1812 6 (Winter 2001): 18-19. 
Field of Glory:  The Battle of Crysler's Farm by Donald E. Graves and Niagara 1814:  America Invades Canada by  

Richard V. Barbuto.  Journal of Military History 65 (April 2001): 500-01. 
The Sixty Years’ War for the Great Lakes, 1754-1814 ed. David Curtis Skaggs and Larry L. Nelson, Indiana Magazine  

of History 98 (September 2002): 239-40. 
The War of 1812 by David S. Heidler and Jeanne T. Heidler, Journal of Military History 66 (October 2002): 1505-06. 
Splintering the Wooden Wall: The British Blockade of the United Staters, 1812-1815 by Wade G. Dudley, 

Journal of Military History 67 (July 2003): 938-39.  
The Naval War of 1812: A Documentary History,  Vol. 3: 1814-1815, Chesapeake Bay, Northern Lakes, and Pacific  

Ocean ed. by Michael J. Crawford et al., Journal of the Early Republic 23 (Summer 2003): 291-93.  
America on the Brink: How the Political Struggle over the War of 1812 almost Destroyed the Young Republic by  

Richard Buel, Jr., Journal of American History 92 (December 2005): 968-69.   
Stephen Decatur: A Life Most Bold and Daring by Spencer Tucker, Journal of Military History 70 (January 2006):  

237-38.  
Union 1812: The Americans Who Fought the Second War of Independence by A. J. Langguth.  New England  

Quarterly 80 (June 2007): 336-38. 
 
 
Papers 
"The War Hawks of 1812: A Comment."  Western Social Science Association, Denver, CO, May 1, 1975. 
"Federalist Party Unity and the War of 1812."  Organization of American Historians, Atlanta, GA, April 7, 1977. 
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"The Federalists and the Defense of America, 1801-1812."  Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical  
Association, San Francisco, CA, August 19  1978. 

"Federalist Defense Policy in the Age of Jefferson."  Organization of American Historians, New Orleans, LA, April 12,  
1979. 

"Jeffersonian Military Policy: A Comment."  Society for Historians of the Early American Republic, Annapolis, MD,  
August 10, 1979. 

"American Trade Restrictions during the War of 1812."  Southern Historical Association, Atlanta, GA, November 15,  
1979. 

"The Federalists and the Slave Revolt in Haiti, 1791-1806."  Society for Historians of the Early American Republic,  
Urbana, IL, July 18, 1980. 

"The Monroe-Pinkney Treaty of 1806: A Reappraisal."  Society for Historians of the Early American Republic,  
Washington, DC, July 26, 1985. 

"The Legacy of the War of 1812."  American Historical Association, Washington, DC, December 29, 1987. 
"What I Learned on the Way to the War of 1812."  Society for Historians of the Early American Republic, Toronto,  

Canada, August 4, 1990. 
"Political Controversy and National Growth in Antebellum America: A Comment."  Missouri Valley History  

Conference, Omaha, NE, March 14, 1992. 
"Preparedness, War, and Politics: The United States and the Great Powers, 1789-1815."  Society for Military  

History at the Organization of American Historians, Chicago, IL, April 3, 1992. 
"Eighteenth Century Military Operations in Canada: A Comment."  Society for Military History, Fredericksburg, VA,  

April 10, 1992. 
"Military and Naval Affairs of the Early Republic:  A Comment."  Missouri Valley History Conference, Omaha, NE,  

March 10, 1994. 
"Between Worlds:  Witches, Warriors, and Ethnologists in the Early Nineteenth Century:  A Comment.  Society for  

Historians of the Early American Republic, Boston, MA, July 17, 1994. 
"Juxtaposed Identities--Bermuda and Baltimore, 1783-1814:  A Comment."  Society for Historians of the Early  

American Republic, Harpers Ferry, WV, July 19, 1998. 
"Holding the Balance:  Power Brokers and Mediators in Native North America:  A Comment."  Society for Historians  

of the Early American Republic, Lexington, KY, July 18, 1999. 
"The Quasi-War, 1798-1801:  An Overview."  North American Society for Oceanic History, Point Clear, AL, April 6,  

2000.   
"The War of 1812:  Still a Forgotten Conflict?"  Society for Historians of the Early American Republic, Buffalo, NY,  

July 21, 2000. 
“Who Really Won the War of 1812?”  Society for Historians of the Early American Republic, Berkeley, CA, July 13,  

2002. 
“Leading Myths of the War of 1812.”  Society for Historians of the Early American Republic, Columbus, OH, July 19,  

2003. 
“The Top Ten Myths of the War of 1812,” War of 1812 in the West Symposium, St. Louis, MO, March 27, 2004. 
“The Top Ten Naval Myths of the War of 1812,” Society for Historians of the Early American Republic, Providence,  

RI, July 24, 2004.  
“The Pro-War Riots in Baltimore in the Summer of 1812,” War of 1812 Symposium, Baltimore, MD, October 2,  

2010. 
“’An Act of “Inconceivable Folly and Desperation’:  American Politics and the War of 1812.” War of 1812  

Symposium, Old Fort Niagara, Youngstown, NY, June 11, 2011. 
 
 

Other Professional Activities  
Referee for numerous presses and scholarly journals.   
Consultant on several War of 1812 film projects. 
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Consultant for National Park Service, National Portrait Gallery, USS Constitution Museum, and U.S. Postal  
 Commission. 
Editor, The Midwest Review: A Journal of the History and Culture of the Missouri Valley, 1978-83. 
Participant, "Political Experience and Political Thought in Revolutionary America," National Endowment for the 

Humanities Summer Seminar, Stanford University, Summer, 1984. 
Participant, "Liberty and the First Amendment," National Endowment for the Humanities Project '87 Seminar, 

University of Illinois at Chicago, Summer, 1984.  
Recipient, Research Grant from Nebraska Committee for the Humanities, Summer, 1986. 
Consultant, Project '87, Nebraska Committee for the Humanities, 1986-87. 
Participant, "Classic Texts Institute," National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar, University of 

Connecticut, Storrs, Summer, 1987. 
Recipient, NEH Research Fellowship for College Teachers, 1988-89. 
Participant, Great Plains Chautauqua Program, 1988-90. 
Chair, Program Committee, Society for Historians of the Early American Republic, 1991. 
Member, Military Review Advisory Board, 1991-92. 
Member, Journal of the Early Republic Editorial Board, 1993-97. 
Member, Advisory Committee, National Park Service's American Battlefield Protection Program, 1997-2003.  
Historical Guide (for War of 1812 sites), HistoryAmerica Tours, 1998. 
Consultant, Primary Source Media's History Resource Center, 1999. 
Consultant, National Park Service's Star-Spangled Banner National Historic Trail Project, 2000–05.  
Member, Board of Advisors, Journal of the War of 1812, 2002–. 
Consultant, Westward Waters (Teaching of American History project), 2003-06. 
Consultant, American Independence (Teaching of American History project), 2004–07. 
Consultant, Constitutional Issues (Teaching of American History project), 2006–10. 
Member, Editorial Board, War of 1812 Magazine, 2006–. 
Member, ABC-CLIO American Military History Advisory Board, 2007–. 
Series Editor, Johns Hopkins Books on the War of 1812, 2007–. 
Member, Advisory Board, Preservation Society for the American Revolution, 2008–. 
Consultant, Mastering History (Teaching of American History project), 2010–. 
 
 
Special Citations 
Phi Beta Kappa, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, 1966. 
Finalist, Nebraska State College Teaching Excellence Award, 1986, 1991, 1993. 
American Military Institute's Best Book Award (for The War of 1812), 1990. 
National Historical Society's Book Prize (for The War of 1812), 1990. 
Burlington Northern Award (for outstanding teaching), 1991. 
Nominee, Professor of the Year, Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE), 1991. 
Commander's Award for Public Service, U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, 1992. 
Pi Gamma Mu Outstanding Faculty Member, 1992-93. 
Burlington Northern Award (for outstanding scholarship), 1993. 
Phi Kappa Phi.  Wayne State College, 2006. 

 


